ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF’'S OFFICE
SHERIFF BRAD WISE

FRIDAY UPDATE: 05.29.26

Scams

05.23 The victim stated she had been extorted out of $500 in a catfishing scam today. The unknown
suspect was attempting to get additional money from her in a promise to not publish photos of her
online.

05.24 The victim received a call from a scammer, claiming to be Deputy William Sherfield, badge
number BA67LC43. The scammer claimed to be from "pre-trial" and told the victim she needed to
pay him $617, or he would arrest her son. She advised me that her son had been arrested earlier,
but has since been released from jail. The scammer requested she pay through Apple pay, Zelle, or
Chime. The victim grew suspicious and refused to pay. She ended the phone call and called to report
the incident. The deputy advised her it was a scam and that no one from the Sheriff's Office, or claim
to be a part of the Sheriff's Office, would ask her for money.

05.26 Someone identified themselves as Robin Wood, a volunteer with the Columbus Planning
Commission. Robin is a real volunteer with the city but has been impersonated during past scam
emails similar in nature. The fraudsters were using the email "Planning.RobinWoodMN@usa.com"
(not a legitimate city email) and contacted the victim who is the CEO for Fishing for Life who is
purchasing a property in Columbus and was set to go before the planning commission for this. The
person sent an email to the victim indicating that in order for him to be heard by the planning
commission, and in order to speed up the process, $4000 must be wired to an unknown location. Per
the flyer attached to the email, wire transfer instructions were to be provided upon request. I spoke
with city staff and learned that no money was transferred or lost.

05.28 The victim stated that his son is at a court hearing on a civil issue today. He received a phone
call from a blocked number and the caller stated that they worked for Anoka County and gave a
name that he did not remember. The caller advised that they needed payment for an ankle monitor
and proceeded to explain how to use Cash App to pay for the monitor. The victim advised that the
caller gave him a card number of 4862-0800-0031-xxxx and requested $1,419.28 for the monitor. He
made contact with his son, who advised that it was a scam and not to give money to the caller. He
ended the call and contacted ACSO to report the incident.

05.28 The victim said he was attempting to get a loan through Prime Loans. He was speaking with
James who was representing Prime Loans over the phone. James told him he needed to purchase a
preloaded credit card for $300 and send it to him. He sent James the information for the card and
James informed him that the card had been used. The victim had not used the card and informed
James of this, James replied that he needed to get a new one. The deputy informed the victim that
this was likely a scam and once he gave the card information, James took that and attempted to get
more from him.



Andover

Thefts & Damage to Property

05.26 17xx 156 Lane NW — vandalism; net cut and sign vandalized on a private pickleball court
05.26 Guarani/Bunker Lake — theft from lawn care workers vehicles; backpacks, wallets

Arrests

05.23 161 Ave/Crosstown Blvd NW — DWI 3™ degree; a caller reported a possible drunk driver. A
deputy located the vehicle and observed poor driving conduct and stopped it. The deputy smelled
alcohol and the driver stated he had a few drinks. Field sobriety tests were failed and he was
arrested. .206

05.23 152xx Bluebird St NW — DWI 4% degree; a deputy observed a vehicle exiting a drive-thru
having a hard time navigating the area. She followed and stopped the driver for poor driving conduct.
The driver was a 17-year-old male; he appeared impaired and smelled like alcohol. Field sobriety
tests were failed. When asked to take a PBT, he replied his parents were on the way to the stop. He
was arrested, his parent’s took the vehicle, and when he provided a sample, he blew .096

05.25 144xx Eldorado St NW — Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a physical assault between
a boyfriend/girlfriend. A brother in the home was able to stop the boyfriend from continuing to
assault his sister. The boyfriend was arrested.

05.26 13301 Hanson Blvd NW — Warrant Arrest; a juvenile with an outstanding warrant came to our
office to turn himself in with his father. He was arrested.

Bethel

Arrests

05.28 1xx 236 Lane NE — Warrant Arrest; a deputy learned a male as at the location and he had
warrants. He was located and arrested.

Columbus
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Columbus this week.

East Bethel

Burglaries

05.24 12xx 241 Ave NE - theft from storage locker; die cast model cars
05.26 14xx Sims Rd NE — business; pried back door — bike, laptop

Arrests

05.22 28xx 185 Lane NE — Drugs; Probation requested a deputy go to the location because a
juvenile offender was in the possession of drugs. The deputy located the drugs and investigated. The
juvenile admitted they were his. He began to fight with deputies. He was arrested.

Ham Lake
Burglaries
05.25 139xx Opal St NE - forced entry to door on new build; nothing stolen

Thefts & Damage to Property
05.22 168xx Hastings St NE — license plates stolen off a vehicle parked in the driveway



05.27 26xx 133 Lane NE — vandalism; a home was egged

Arrests

05.23 Hwy 65/147 Ave NE — Fleeing in Motor Vehicle; a deputy stopped a driver because he knew
she did not have a valid DL. She also had an interlock requirement. The interlock was in the vehicle
but nothing was hooked up. Three weeks prior, the driver was arrested for not having an interlock.
The deputy told her she was under arrest, and she asked for a “break”. She was refusing commands
to exit the vehicle. She began acting like she was getting out, but she fled instead. She lost control of
her vehicle, crashed and fled. K9, Drones and a helicopter were called out to assist with finding her.
She was not located that evening but was found and arrested over the weekend. *Update: she stole
a bike and got away. Then she asked a stranger to give her a ride to Coon Rapids which he did and
that is where she was arrested.

05.28 17200 Block Hwy 65 NE — DWI 3 degree; deputies responded to two 911 calls where the
witnesses were stating a vehicle was “all over the road” and they have been following it since
Cambridge. A deputy located the vehicle and observed poor driving conduct and stopped it. The
deputy smelled alcohol and the driver picked up a Coors Light and started to chug it. Due to the level
of intoxication field sobriety tests were not done but he PBT'd .176 He was arrested.

Linwood
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Linwood this week.

Nowthen
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Nowthen this week.

Oak Grove
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Oak Grove this week.

*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts,
damage to property, identity theft etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly
respond to.

If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly.




