ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF’'S OFFICE
SHERIFF BRAD WISE

FRIDAY UPDATE: 08.21.26

Scams

08.14 A deputy was called to a report related to a deep fake sextortion report. Upon making contact
with the mother, she reported that her minor daughter received a message from whom she thought
was an old friend. During her conversation on “Be Real” the person her daughter was communicating
with sent her an AI generated nude image of her and told her to send them money or they would
send the images to other people. The daughter sent a picture of the back of a $20 Culvers Gift card.
The deputy advised that he would be in contact with our Criminal Investigative Division and a
detective will follow up.

08.14 The victim stated she was on a social media app "Be Real" when she received a friend request
from an account with a username "Jusemma". She thought the person was from her church group
and added the account as her friend. The suspect sent her a photo with two black screens. When the
victim sent a photo of her face and where she was at, the suspect took the photo and edited the
photo to where her face is on a hude female's body. The suspect sent the victim back the edited
photo of her face on a nude body and a screenshot of her friends list. The account threatened to
send the photos of her to her friend's list if she did not send her money on gift cards. She blocked
the account and told her mother.

08.14 The victim stated that he received a debt notice from the IRS. The notice indicated that he
had an outstanding student loan with Anoka Technical College. The victim stated that he did not take
this loan out and called the school. The school advised him that the loan was taken out for the Spring
2026 semester in his name for the amount of $4,000. Anoka Tech advised him to file a report and
come to the school.

08.14 The victim stated he applied to State Manufactured Homes through Indeed. He received a
conditional job offer from Jobs@statemanufacturedhomes.com that requested his banking
information and home address. He spoke to two men, John Rollands and Gordon Smith, who advised
they were going to send him a check for technology he needed to install in his home as well as a
laptop. They sent the victim a check for $6740. When he attempted to deposit the check, he was
advised he was the victim of a scam.

08.17 The victim received a phone call from a male who identified himself as Sgt. Davenport with the
Anoka County Sheriff’s Office. The male told her she had missed jury duty for a civil matter and owed
an outstanding fine of $1,000. He directed her to the Walmart in Andover to purchase two OnePay
Reloadable Debit Mastercards. She bought two cards with cash and loaded $500 on each. She then
provided the last eight digits of the cards and the CVC numbers to the male. He advised her to report
to ACSO afterward to sign paperwork. She provided the card information to the suspect
approximately thirty minutes before arriving at ACSO. The deputy contacted OnePay customer service
and learned the suspect had already activated the cards, and the transactions could not be reversed.



08.19 The victim stated he had received four letters from the New York E-Z Pass system regarding
unpaid tolls. The letters listed a license plate belonging to a vehicle he reported he had previously
junked and believed was no longer in service. Photos of the plate were included with the letters. The
victim said he had never traveled to New York and believed the notices were fraudulent. After
reviewing the letters, the deputy determined they were legitimate. The deputy examined the photos
and noted the plate appeared to be from an unidentifiable state and not Minnesota. The victim
contacted customer service, and it was determined the plate was registered in Ontario. As a result,
he was cleared of all fines.

08.19 The complainant reported receiving a pop-up alert on her phone claiming to show a
child-sexual image. She attempted to clear the alert and unknowingly contacted a fraudulent
“support” number. The scammers posed as Apple Security, a bank representative, and later federal
agents, claiming her Social Security account was compromised and tied to a child-pornography
investigation. They told her multiple hackers were on her phone and instructed her to transfer
$51,000 to an account to “protect” her funds. The scammers also spoofed a local police department
phone number to appear legitimate. The complainant did not provide personal banking information
and did not send money. She was advised the incident was a scam, instructed not to transfer funds,
and directed to contact her financial institutions, freeze her credit, and notify Social Security.

08.20 A teenage victim received an Instagram message from someone posing as an artist, offering
payment to use her photo. After she agreed, the scammer emailed her a fraudulent $825 check.
When she deposited it, they began demanding she return $500 due to a supposed “overpayment.”
When she refused, the scammers escalated, sending threats, switching phone numbers, and even
sending graphic images to intimidate her. She reported the scam to her bank, blocked all accounts
involved, and confirmed she did not lose any money. She requested documentation due to the
threats she received.

08.20 A scammer impersonating Wells Fargo and the FBI convinced the victim to send a cashier’s
check for $8,550, claiming it was required to resolve supposed fraudulent activity on her account.
The caller stated the money would be put back in her account later in the day. After sending the
money, she realized it was a scam, contacted Wells Fargo, and then reported the incident to law
enforcement.

Andover

Incidents

08.15 12600 Block Hanson Blvd NW — Multiple people called in about an aggressive driver on Hwy 10
and stated he was throwing trash out of his window. A deputy located the driver and stopped him.
The male advised he had a firearm in the vehicle with a valid permit. After speaking with the male,
he admitted he had thrown garbage out the window. He also did not have proof of insurance. He was
issued a citation for littering and no proof of insurance.

08.15 23xx 135 Lane NW — A business owner contacted 911 after seeing a livestream of his property
where three males were taking photos of a skid steer. The deputy arrived and made contact with the
men who claimed to be making a “video” for a clothing line. They were advised this was private
property and if they wanted to film a video, they can do it on public property. All three men were
identified and issued a trespassing notice.

08.16 The caller stated that two packages from Amazon were delivered to her address. The address
on them was correct, but the name was “Maria Marianna” who does not live there. She stated that a



woman came yesterday and asked if any random packages had been delivered and her daughter
gave her the two packages. Her daughter did not get a name from the woman or ask her why the
packages had been delivered at their address. The caller then stated that another package had been
delivered today. She stated that she reported the packages to Amazon, and that she had intended to
drop off the package that arrived today at an Amazon location. I advised her that if the woman came
back, she should confirm that she knew the name on the packages or ask her why they had been
delivered there. The deputy also advised her she could call 911 if the woman came back or any
further suspicious activity occurred.

08.16 The caller stated a child climbed a ladder the homeowner was using and started throwing
himself against a closed sliding glass door. While calling 911, a male had taken the child to a home
nearby. The deputies learned the child is autistic and non-verbal and fled the home while being
watched by a sibling. The caregivers were spoken too and resources to better secure the home were
provided.

Thefts & Damage to Property
08.19 10xx 151 Lane NW - vandalism; a vehicle was keyed, 4 juveniles seen on camera
08.19 29xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW — theft of purse from unlocked vehicle; CC used in Coon Rapids

Arrests

08.15 135xx Swallow St NW — DWI 4t degree; a deputy was called to a report of a property damage
crash. When he arrived, he observed two unoccupied vehicles with damage in a driveway. The
suspect vehicle was located and it had severe damage and the airbags were deployed. The driver
was located and while speaking with deputies they smelled alcohol. He stated he had 8 beers. Field
sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .131

08.16 2500 Block Bunker Lake Blvd NW — Traffic; a deputy stopped a driver for having expired tabs.
The driver ended up being a 15-year-old kid with a learners permit who took an uninsured car from
his parents without permission. His father was called to the scene and the juvenile cited.

08.18 150xx Yellow Pine St NW — Domestic; deputies responded to a physical altercation between a
boyfriend/girlfriend. The girlfriend was intoxicated and the aggressor, the boyfriend left to get away
from the girlfriend. After investigating, the girlfriend was arrested.

Bethel
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week.

Columbus

Arrests

08.16 169xx Kettle River Blvd NE — Trespassing; a caller reported there was a male on his property
that he observed from his cameras, and the male had broken into his trailer. Deputies located the
male and knew of him because he had been trespassed from other locations nearby. He was
arrested.

08.16 85xx 177 Lane NE — Domestic; deputies responded to an ex-boyfriend/girlfriend incident
where the BF was being confrontational and yelling at the GF and punching holes in the walls. After
investigating, the ex-boyfriend was arrested.



East Bethel

Thefts & Damage to Property

08.15 213xx Durant St NE — shooting complaint; deputy advise the suspect he needed a larger dirt
mound than what he has to legally be able to shoot on his property

Arrests

08.16 209 Ave/Hwy 65 NE — DWI 3 degree; a caller reported a possible drunk driving in the area. A
deputy located the vehicle and stopped it for swerving. When he made contact, the male appeared
impaired. He failed field sobriety tests. He was arrested. .19 He had a dog in his vehicle and a deputy
brought it to the house and secured it in a kennel.

08.16 228xx Erskine St NE — Domestic Assault; a woman called because her boyfriend with whom
she shares a child showed up angry and drunk and began yelling at her. The boyfriend also struck a
vacant vehicle while pulling onto the property. When deputies arrived, the male had fled. A probable
cause pick-up was issued for him.

08.16 20800 Block Hwy 65 NE — Traffic, Firearm Violation; a deputy stopped a driver because he had
a revoked license. While confirming the driver’s identification, the deputy learned the male was
prohibited from possessing firearms. When asked about it, he admitted to having a loaded handgun
in the vehicle. He was arrested.

08.16 219xx Washington St NE — DWI 3™ degree; a deputy responded to a property damage crash.
The caller stated a vehicle was driving recklessly in the neighborhood when it hit two mailboxes. The
deputy located two males tied to the vehicle. One male admitted to driving around the neighborhood
just having fun and striking the mailboxes. The male was asked to take a field sobriety test, he did
and failed. He was arrested. .18

08.19 Hwy 65/237 Ave NE — Drugs, Warrant; a deputy stopped a driver because he knew he had a
warrant. His warrant was confirmed and he was arrested. Prior to searching him before putting him
into the squad, meth was found on him.

Ham Lake

Incidents

08.16 A deputy was called to a group of males who parked a vehicle at the closed business and
began walking around the building which set off the alarm. The deputy observed a vehicle occupied
by two males and another male sitting on the curb. The males were identified and explained that
they were waiting for a friend at the gym across the street who was attempting to get a day pass for
them to play basketball with him. The deputy spoke with the reporting party and owner of the
business, who explained that he had been watching them on camera and never saw them attempting
to get into the business but did wish to have all of them trespassed.

08.16 Deputy Duren was monitoring radio traffic he heard Blaine Police dispatched to a burglary in
progress near the border of his patrol area. The call indicated that 2 black males where seen walking
around a new construction build and then crawling in through a front window of the home. Upon
arrival, a Blaine officer was on scene and stated that the caller believed the males where still inside
the house. The house appeared to be mostly completed, but still had some work to be done before
completion. The deputy spoke with the caller who stated that she believed the males where about 12
- 13 years old. He began walking around the front of the home and found that the front window was
not locked and was able to push it up and open it. At that time, he gave commands, "Sheriff's Office,



come out." A male in a vehicle drove by who stated they were a painter and provided deputies with a
door code. The Blaine officer and Duren entered the home using the door code on the front door.
They drew their duty weapons and again gave loud commands as they entered the home. They
heard voices coming from a back room which had a door shut. They issued commands for them to
open the door and come out with their hands up. At that time two younger black males walked out of
the room and where detained. The males repeatably stated that they thought they could be in the
house and saw someone else in the house earlier, so they thought it was ok.

Arrests

08.17 37xx 147 Ave NE — Recovered Stolen; a resident reported they had been followed home from
the airport. While running information before arriving, the vehicle came back as stolen out of
Minneapolis. A perimeter was set up in case the person decided to flee; deputies approached the
occupied vehicle and located a female. She stated she followed the person because she thought it
was her mother. The vehicle was stolen. She was arrested. She also didn't have a driver’s license.

08.19 Andover Blvd/Hwy 65 NE — DL Restrictions, Interlock; a deputy stopped a driver for his trailer
lights not working. The driver was identified and found to require an ignition interlock device in order
to be driving. There was no device. The man was arrested.

Linwood
Thefts & Damage to Property
08.20 218xx Viking Blvd NE — gas drive-off; suspect identified

Nowthen
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Nowthen this week.

Oak Grove

Arrests

08.16 18900 Block Lake George Blvd NW — DWI 3™ degree; a deputy observed a vehicle trying to
navigate a construction zone and then randomly stopped. The deputy stopped to assist. When asked
the driver was asked where he was coming from he said the casino but couldn’t remember which
one; he appeared impaired. Field sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .185

08.15 195xx Drake St NW — No Contact Violation; a woman called because her ex was at the location
banging on windows and she had a no contact order against him. The deputy arrived and located the
male who appeared impaired. He was arrested.

08.16 192xx Lake George Blvd NW — Domestic Assault; a male called and reported a female he knew
smacked him in the face multiple times and drove off from the business. The female turned out to be
and ex-girlfriend who came to his place of employment. The assault was caught on video. The female
had been stopped by another deputy. She was arrested.

*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts,
damage to property, identity theft etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly
respond to.

If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly.




