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FRIDAY UPDATE: 09.04.26 

 
Scams 
08.28 A daughter was reporting a delayed scam report involving her elderly stepmother. The 
daughter stated that her mother was scammed out of $200,000 in late 2025. She was supposed to 
make a report but never did due memory issues. The IRS is still expecting to tax the mother on the 
200k, hence why they need to make a report. At the time of the theft, a male claiming to be Jack 
Sheehan from the US Marshalls had called her. He told her that her annuity account, and an 
insurance payout account, have been compromised and he needed her to send him all of her money 
to put in a safe box in Washington DC. She converted 70,000 to gold bars, sent that, along with the 
rest of the 130K to an unknown address. The male called back later and asked her to send an 
additional 20K to him. She refused and said she wouldn't send more until she had her 200K returned. 
The male stopped communication at that point.  
 
08.29 The victim reported that he received a phone call from a person claiming to work for US Bank 
who was calling him to verify several purchases on his US Bank debit card. He told the person that he 
had not purchased anything with his US Bank Debit card and did not initially share any other 
information with the caller. The victim stated that the individual eventually called back and spoke 
with his wife. During the call, his wife provided the caller with her Huntington Bank debit card 
number. The victim stated that they suspected the phone call was fraudulent and went to Huntington 
Bank to report the issue. When they reported the incident to Huntington, they learned that $250 had 
been withdrawn from his wife’s bank account before they had been able to cancel her card. 
 
08.31 The victim reported that their significant other was contacted via phone call claiming to be 
associated with Publishers Clearing House. The caller stated that she had won $4.5 million and a 
GMC Denali and requested that she send back a "telegram/money pack" to secure her prize. She 
purchased the "telegram/money pack" from Dollar General and sent $300 to the caller. She then 
continued to receive phone calls from numerous numbers requesting money. The husband realized it 
was a scam and informed his wife not to send any more money or engage with the phone calls.  
 
09.01 A friend reported his friend had called him in a panic and said she needed to liquidate her 
funds. He tried asking some questions, but she sounded scared and panicked so he drove to her 
home. When he got there, he learned she had been on the phone with people who ID'd themselves 
to be from Microsoft and a branch officer from Village bank. He believed she was being scammed. 
When the victim got off the phone she said yesterday morning she opened her computer like she 
does every morning and checks her accounts. Suddenly a loud noise or alert came from her computer 
with a security alert screen. A short time later, her phone rang and she answered and a male on the 
other end ID'd himself as James Wood and he was a Level 3 Technician in Microsoft. He told her 
child porn had been detected on her network and was put there by some hackers. They told her she 
need to help them catch the hackers and needed to wire them $8500 so they could set up a sting to 
catch the hackers. Next, she was called by a male ID'd himself as Kevin Jones, and he was from 
fraud prevention from Village Bank, and he said he was going to do a detailed investigation on her 



account. She was given a "Dummy Account" number with Wells Fargo and instructed to send the 
money there. She was told to do it from a different Village Bank and not her regular bank. She drove 
to St Francis and wired $8500. The printout from the bank showed the wired money went to an 
account in TN. 
 
09.02 The victim stated that her father had recently been arrested. She said that she received a 
collect call from Anoka County Jail and spoke over the phone to her father. He advised her that she 
would be receiving a call from a "program" that will help him get released. He did not give her any 
other information besides that. She received a call from a no caller ID number. They advised that 
they were calling to help get her father out of jail. They asked her to Zelle them $765, which she did. 
They then said that she made a mistake and that she needed to Zelle them an additional $1115, 
which she did. At that point they again asked for more money. She attempted to send it but her bank 
had locked her account. The person who told her they worked for ACSO, said that she could cashapp 
them the money they were requesting. At that point she believed that it was a scam and no longer 
responded to the suspect.   
 
Andover 
Thefts & Damage to Property   
08.30 160xx tulip St NW – flag stolen from pole overnight 
09.02 18xx Crosstown Blvd NW – illegal dumping at the recycling center; suspect identified 
 
Arrests/Incident 
08.29 18xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW – Theft; a deputy responded to a delayed theft call. A male who 
was identified by Walmart’s Organized Retail Crime department observed a male take 20 packs of 
sports trading cards into the restroom. He then exited and left the store. A deputy confirmed his 
identity and contacted the male because he lived outside our patrol jurisdiction. He admitted taking 
the cards into the restroom and opening them, but said he threw them in the garbage can because 
he had a moment of “clarity”. Being he admitted to opening the cards and throwing them, he was 
issued a citation for damage to property”.  
 
08.31 159 Ave/Yellow Pine St NW – a 2 year-old child was found wandering the neighborhood. His 
parents were located and spoken to about the dangers of a child out alone at that age.  
 
Bethel 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week. 
 
Columbus 
Arrests 
08.29 154xx Hornsby St NE – Drugs; a deputy stopped a driver for not having their license plate 
illuminated. The driver was identified and he did not have a license. He was issued a citation. The 
female passenger provided her identification and she had a warrant out of Chisago County. When 
being searched prior to arrest, meth and marijuana were found on her.  
 
East Bethel 
Burglaries 
08.28 16xx 209 Ave NE – entered through window; home under construction, multiple tools stolen 
 
 



Thefts & Damage to Property 
09.03 217xx Durant St NE – theft of package from a mailbox 
 
Arrests/Incidents 
08.29 223xx Palisade St NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy learned a male was at the location and he 
had an active probation violation warrant out of Aitkin County. The male was located and arrested.  
 
08.31 232xx University Ave NE – deputies were called to locate three children lost in the “Haunted 
Forest.” They were located and returned to their mother.  
 
08.31 194xx East Bethel Blvd NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy went to the location looking for a 
female with a warrant. She was located and arrested.  
 
09.03 18600 Block Hwy 65 NE – DWI 4th degree; a deputy observed a vehicle drive into a ditch. He 
was currently on a traffic stop and after he concluded that, he located the vehicle and driver in a 
parking lot of a bar. The driver appeared impaired and stated he had three drinks. Field sobriety tests 
were failed. He was arrested.  .078 – prescription medications were also in the system. A warrant for 
blood was obtained.  
 
09.03 228xx Hwy 65 NE – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a physical domestic between a 
husband and wife. The husband fled before deputies arrived. After investigating, it was decided to 
arrest the husband. Later in the evening, a deputy located the suspect in his vehicle. He was stopped 
and arrested. Charges we elevated due to prior domestic convictions.  
 
09.03 Hwy 65/Crosstown Blvd NE – DWI 3rd degree; callers reported a vehicle “bouncing between 
lanes and almost hitting cars.” A deputy located the vehicle and observed the poor driving conduct 
and stopped the driver. The deputy smelled alcohol, but the driver stated he had not consumed any. 
Field sobriety tests were conducted and failed. He was arrested. .18 
 
Ham Lake 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
08.31 135xx Hwy 65 NE – damage to property; 2 picnic tables placed on the roof @ business 
 
Arrests 
08.29 47xx Lexington Ave NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy stopped a driver for having a headlight out 
and other lights while pulling a camper. The situation felt “off” and the driver did not own the 
camper. The registered owner of the camper was contacted and after investigating, deputies learned 
there could be a fugitive inside. The owner of the camper gave permission for it to be searched and a 
male with a warrant was located hiding inside. He was arrested.  
 
08.30 25xx 152 Lane NE – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a domestic assault call where 
both sides were very unreliable. After one of the parties left, and the other refusing to exit the home, 
it was decided to put a warrant out for the male involved. He will be picked up another day.  
 
08.31 14xx Constance Blvd NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy observed a male still at the same location 
sitting 6 hours later. He went to offer assistance. The male was identified and he had a warrant. He 
was arrested.  
 



09.02 Lexington/152 Lane NE – Personal Injury Crash, Possible DWI; deputies responded to a crash 
where one of the driver’s appeared to be impaired. When speaking to the female, she stated she was 
reaching down to grab a cigarette that had been dropped and caused a personal injury crash. She 
smelled like alcohol. When asked is she had been drinking she stated “a lot.” A warrant for blood was 
obtained. Charges are pending results.  
 
Linwood 
Arrests 
09.03 236xx Sunrise Rd NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy learned a female was staying on the 
property, and she had a warrant for drugs out of Chisago County. He went to the location. She was 
located and arrested.  
 
Nowthen 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
08.29 195xx W Ford Brook Dr NW – vandalism; projectile was thrown at the front window breaking it 
 
Oak Grove 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
08.29 217xx Lake Geroge Blvd NW – theft from vehicle; smashed window, stole purse 
 
 
*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts, 
damage to property, identity theft, etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly 
respond to.  
 
If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to 
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly. 
 


