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Vote in the Primary Election
August 11

Polls Open 7:00 am - 8:00 pm

For information on the following, visit mnvotes.org
or call Anoka County Elections Office at 763-324-
1300:

» Where Do I Vote

« Register to Vote or check your registration

« Absentee Ballot Request and Other Ways to Vote
« Track Your Absentee Ballot

« Election Day Voting

« What’s On My Ballot — Sample Ballot

« Candidate Filings

Absentee Voting Information

If you are a registered Minnesota voter, you can ap-
ply for an absentee ballot online or by mail anytime
during the year, except on the day of the election.

You will also be able to join the Permanent Absentee
Voter List and you will automatically receive ballots
by mail for all elections, including the State Primary
and the General Elections, as soon as they are ready.
Visit mnvotes.org.

Ham Lake Precinct Locations
(If you are unsure where you vote, visit mnvotes.org)

« Precinct 1: Glen Cary Lutheran Church, 15531 Cen-
tral Ave NE

« Precinct 2: Ham Lake Senior Center, 15544 Central
Ave NE

« Precinct 3: Oak Haven Church, 1555 Constance Blvd
NE

« Precinct 4: Eagle Brook Church, 1503 157th Ave NE

« Precinct 5: Radisson Road Baptist Church, 13627
Radisson Road NE

« Precinct 6: St. Paul's Catholic Church, 1740 Bunker
Lake Blvd NE

Voting Before Election Day at City Hall

If you are a resident of Ham Lake, you can vote early
in-person at Ham Lake City Hall:

+ In-Person Absentee Voting Period is June 26-
July 23, Monday through Thursday 7:00 am to 4:30
pm and Friday 7:00 am to 11:00 am

« If you receive an Absentee Ballot by mail, you
can drop off your voted ballot at Ham Lake City
Hall no later than 5:00 pm on Election Day.

In-Person Early Voting is July 24-August 10:

» Monday through Thursday 7:00 am to 4:30 pm and
Friday 7:00 am to 11:00 am

« Saturday, August 8 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

» Monday, August 10 from 7:00 am to 5:00 pm

Freedom Fest Car Show
Saturday, June 27

Get ready to rev your engines and celebrate summer
at Ham Lake's Freedom Fest!

The Ham Lake Area Chamber of Commerce is turn-
ing up the excitement this year with a Classic Car
Show on Saturday, June 27th from 9:00 am — 3:00
pm in the Glen Cary Lutheran Church parking lot
(15531 Central Ave NE).

Enjoy a full day of family fun featuring:

« Stunning classic cars (vote for your favorites until
2:00 pm!)

« Awards ceremony at 2:30 pm

« Live music from The Creeksiders 12:00-2:00 pm

» A delicious corn roast hosted by your Ham Lake
Firefighters

« Local food favorites including White Rabbit Food
Truck and Evergreen Mobile Roaster

Stick around after the show as Freedom Fest contin-
ues with all your favorite traditions at Lions Park,
leading up to the spectacular fireworks show at dusk!

Register your car at HamLakeAreaCC.org on our
events page.

HAM LAKE CHAMBER OKRCQWIERCE

AT GLEN CARY
LUTHERAN CHURCH

SATURDAY JUNE 27
9AM - 3PM
15531 CENTRAL AVE, HAM LAKE, MN
MASSIVE CAR DISPLAY
LIVE MUSIC
FOOD TRUGKS
FAMILY FUN

$10

FOR SHOW
VEHIQES

FREE
ADMISSION

For more information
HamLakeAreaCC.Org

Soderville Blaine Athletic Association 75th Anniversary

Be part of Soderville’s story! Alumni, current members and anyone else interested are all welcome to the 75th
Anniversary Community Party for the Soderville Blaine Athletic Association.

The party will be held on Sunday, June 7th from 4:00-8:00 pm at Ham Lake Lions Park (1220 157th Ave NE
in Ham Lake). There will be food trucks, bounce houses, raffles and door prizes, games, plus free tee shirts for
the first 100 players. The Ham Lake Fire Department will also make a special appearance.

Bring your friends and help spread the word for this community event!
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2026 Fireworks Display
Saturday, June 27

Mark your calendars for Ham Lake’s 2026 Fireworks
Display. It will take place on Saturday, June 27th at
dusk in Lion’s Park (1220 157th Ave NE in Ham Lake).

Election Judges Needed

We are hiring election judges to work at poll loca-
tions within the City of Ham Lake during the 2026
Elections. The Primary Election is on Tuesday, Au-
gust 11th and the General Election is on Tuesday, No-
vember 3rd.

For more information or to submit an application,
please visit the City’s website: www.hamlakemn.gov
/services/elections

Please contact Dawnette Shimek at 763-235-1673 or
Nicole Wheeler at 763-235-1671 with any questions
you have, or email: elections@hamlakemn.gov.

Become A Firefighter

The City of Ham Lake is currently accepting applica-
tions for firefighters.

The Ham Lake Fire Department is a paid-on-call de-
partment operating from three fire stations with ap-
proximately forty firefighters. The department re-
sponds to around 400 calls each year, including fires,
medicals, vehicle crashes, rescues, utility incidents
and more.

Our firefighters live and/or work in the community
and have volunteered to serve the community as fire-
fighters. They also participate in many local events
each year promoting fire prevention and safety.

If you are interested or have questions about becom-
ing a Ham Lake firefighter, come to the informa-
tional meeting on Tuesday, June 9th, at 6:00 pm at
Fire Station #1, which is located next to Ham Lake
City Hall (15544 Central Ave NE).

Articles and photos that appear in The Ham Laker,
along with other useful information about the City,
can be found on the City’s website:
www.hamlakemn.gov




City Council Meetings

At its April 20th, 2026 meeting, the City Coun-
cil took the following actions:

Approved items on the Consent Agenda included:

- Appointing Matt Holzworth to the open position of
City Planner

- Accepting the resignation of Jonathan Fisher from
the Planning Commission

- Appointing Lorrie Albers to the open position on
the Planning Commission with a term of April 27th,
2026 to March 15th, 2029, and Michael Frid to the
open position on the Planning Commission with a
term of April 277th, 2026 to March 15th, 2027

- Large Assembly License for the Ham Lake Chamber
at Lion’s Park for the Freedom Festival, along with
off-site gambling, Bingo and pull-tabs, June 27th.

- Resolution No 26-16 accepting a $7,500 donation
from the Ham Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

- Resolution No 26-17 supporting the display of the
old state flag on city property

- Extending a probationary offer to paid-on-call fire-
fighter

At its May 4th, 2026 meeting, the City Council
took the following actions:

Approved items on the Consent Agenda included:

- Closing City Hall at noon on Thursday, July 2nd for
the 4th of July holiday

- Accepting resignation of firefighter Jesse Wilken

- Field Party Permits for Maxx Bar & Grill (17626
Central Ave NE) for May 29-31 and Oct 2-4, 2026

- Extending probationary period for Public Works
employee

- Resolution No 26-19 scheduling a public hearing to
vacate a portion of the drainage and utility ease-
ment in Section 11

- Road Committee Recommendation: Ordering plan
and specifications for the reconstruction of Lake
Netta Drive NE from Constance Blvd to 167th Lane
NE

« Approved the request of Dave Erickson of KE Prop-
erties LLC, requesting rezoning of certain parcels of
land from R-AH (Affordable Housing District) to R-
1 (Single Family Residential) for 1 single family lot
in Section 32.

» Approved Resolution No. 26-20, revoking the Con-
ditional Use Permit for Ryan Beltrand to operate
North Central Motors, LLC at 17159 Highway 65 NE.

« Approved the request of Jeff Harstad and Heather
Wollan (JHHW, LLC) of Allstate Distribution a
Certificate of Occupancy to operate an office/ware-
house and fabrication business at 13928 Lincoln
Street NE, subject to requirements.

» Approved the request of Patrick McKelvey of Best
Siding Company, Inc./TGP Baseball and Softball
Academy, LLC a Certificate of Occupancy to operate
a training facility at 1310 154th Avenue NE, subject
to requirements.

Visit the City’s website (www.hamlakemn.gov) to view Council and Planning meeting videos on demand
and complete agenda minutes of City Council and Planning Commission meetings

Sheriff’'s Report

Thefts & Damage to Property

04.22 24xx 180th Lane NE—vandalism; fireworks set
off in a home that was being sold

04.26 163xx Hwy 65 NE—shoplifting and stolen tip
jar; suspect was identified

04.27 141xx Terrace Rd NE—vandalism; home tp’d
and sprayed with mustard, causing damage; suspect
identified and made to come and clean it up

05.02 166xx Lexington Ave NE—theft of vehicle
overnight from driveway; owner still has key

Arrests

04.03 14xx Constance Blvd NE—Warrant Arrest; a
deputy stopped a driver because he knew he had a
warrant out of Isanti County. His identity was con-
firmed and he was arrested.

04.16 172xx Hwy 65 NE—Warrant Arrest; a deputy
stopped a driver because his rear lights were not
working. The male had a felony warrant out of Kan-
abec County and no driver’s license. He was arrested.

04.18 18xx Constance Blvd NE—DWTI 4th degree; a
deputy stopped a driver for being on his cell phone.
The driver appeared impaired and stated he had four
drinks. He failed field sobriety tests and was ar-
rested.

04.21 Hwy 65/Bunker Lake Blvd NE—Assist Other
Agency; Ramsey County, Mounds View and the State
Patrol were pursuing a vehicle coming into Ham
Lake. A deputy in the area threw out stop sticks to as-
sist. Two 15-year-old males were caught and arrested.

04.21 160xx Central Ave NE—No Insurance, Inter-
lock; a deputy learned the male knew he had the
wrong plates on the vehicle, that he was required to
have an interlock system, and he doesn’t have insur-
ance. He was arrested.

04.23 13xx Constance Blvd NE—DWI 4th degree; a
deputy stopped a driver because he knew he had a
suspended license. The driver appeared impaired
and stated he had three drinks. He failed field sobri-
ety tests and was arrested.

04.24 Hwy 65/Andover Blvd NE—DWI 3rd degree; a
deputy stopped a driver sitting in the middle of the
intersection. He appeared impaired. It was deter-
mined it was not safe for him to do field sobriety tests
and was arrested.

04.25 160xx Central Ave NE—Trespassing; a busi-
ness owner called in two males dumpster diving and
going through large shipping containers at the loca-
tion. A deputy located both men. They were charged
with trespassing and made to return the copper.

04.26 12xx Andover Blvd NE—Warrant Arrest; a
woman called and requested a deputy come and ar-
rest her for her warrant. He arrived and she was wait-
ing outside and was taken into custody.

04.29 142xx Coral Sea St NE—Damage to Property;
deputies responded to a call of a male smashing the
windows of his parent’s vehicle and damaging items
in the garage. He was arrested.

05.05 166xx Xylite St NE—Domestic Assault;
deputies responded to a juvenile male with a knife as-
saulting multiple family members. The male was lo-
cated in the backyard. He complied with commands
and was arrested.

05.05 14xx Crosstown Blvd NE—No Driver’s License;
a deputy was called to a sleeping male in a running
vehicle at the gas pumps. The driver was identified
and arrested, and his license was cancelled inimical
to public safety.

No Oak Tree Cutting

The City would like to remind residents of the ap-
proaching “no-cut” period for oak trees which started
April 1st and is effective through July 15th (Article
11.1400.4 of the City Code).

If you need to cut an oak tree(s) during the no-cut pe-
riod, you must get a permit from the City prior to cut-
ting. Please contact a City tree inspector with any
questions at (763) 235-1662.

Recycling Small Plastics

Do not put small items like straws, plastic utensils or
loose caps into your recycling cart. These items fall
through the recycling facility equipment and end up
in the trash.

« Leave caps on plastic bottles

« Plastic straws and utensils should go in the trash,
not in the recycling cart

lllegal Dumping in Streets

Anything other than water going into the street or
storm drains is illegal, including spilled fertilizers,
paint, grass clippings, leaves and other pollutants.

These are called Illicit Discharges. Any spilling,
dumping or disposing of illicit materials into a storm
drain or street should be reported to the Public
Works department (763-235-1662). Call 911 if you
think it’s a hazardous material emergency. The fire
department handles these responses.

The County compost site accepts clippings and
leaves, or you can leave them on your lawn to add
natural fertilizer to the soil.

April Building Permits

The City of Ham Lake issued 104 permits in April
with a valuation of $2,917,210.

The issued permits are as follows: one commercial
addition, one commercial roofing, one commercial
sign, one commercial temp tent, six residential new
construction, one residential accessory building, one
residential basement finish, one residential 3-season
deck and porch, seven residential deck, one residen-
tial addition, one residential miscellaneous, one resi-
dential move-in house, one residential prefabricat-
ed/modular home, four residential siding, eight resi-
dential roof, two residential roofing/siding, one
townhome remodel.

Other permits include 29 mechanical, 29 plumbing
and seven septic permits.

July 2026 Issue Deadline:
Wednesday, June 10 @ noon

Please send all Ham Laker correspondence, ideas
and articles to:

City of Ham Lake
15544 Central Ave NE
Ham Lake, MN 55304

Email: HamLaker@hamlakemn.gov

For advertising information please contact City
Hall at 763-434-9555

Editor: Sharon Brodin, Brodin Press LLC

Printed on 20% post-recycled ‘"’

consumer waste paper

Ham Lake City Contacts

City Hall: 763-434-9555
To report emergencies after office hours call 911
City Hall Hours: Monday-Thursday: 7:00-4:30
Friday: 7:00-11:00
Brian Kirkham (Mayor)
612-978-2764
bkirkham@hamlakemn.gov
Jim Doyle (Council)
612-850-1698
jdoyle@hamlakemn.gov
Mike Van Kirk (Council)

612-618-9441
mvankirk@hamlakemn.gov

Al Parranto (Council)
763-355-5171
aparranto@hamlakemn.gov

Andrew Hallberg (Council)

763-257-2545
ahallberg@hamlakemn.gov




Ham Lake Farmers Market

The 10th season of the Ham Lake Farmers and Arti-
san Market kicks off on Wednesday, June 17th in the
Mickman Brothers parking lot (14630 Hwy 65 NE,
Ham Lake).

The Market will be held every Wednesday from 3:00-
7:00 pm June 17th through August 26, as well as ev-
ery Saturday from September 5th through 26th from

9:00 am-12:00 pm.

For information on which vendors, entertainment,
and food trucks to expect each week, check out the
Chamber of Commerce website at:
www.hamlakeareacc.org/events/farmersmarket

You can also follow the Chamber’s Facebook and In-
stagram pages for weekly updates.

Expanding Access to Life-

saving Naloxone

Anoka County’s Opioid Solutions Initiative (ACOSI)
has partnered with local organizations to place nasal
naloxone (Narcan) with more than 500 AED units
across the county.

Naloxone is a safe, easy-to-use medication that can
rapidly reverse an opioid overdose if administered
promptly. Because opioid overdose is a leading cause
of accidental death, having naloxone available along-
side AEDs helps ensure quick access to this lifesaving
tool. If you know of an AED location that does not yet
have naloxone and would like to request a free sup-
ply, please contact opioids@anokacountymn.gov.

ACOSI also encourages individuals to have naloxone
on hand. More than 30 naloxone access sites, includ-
ing most libraries, are available throughout Anoka
County where anyone can walk in and pick up free
naloxone and fentanyl test strips. A map and list of
locations can be found at www.facesofhopeanoka.
org/resources#pickup.

Naloxone is not addictive, cannot be used to get in-
toxicated, and will not cause harm if given to some-
one who is not experiencing an opioid overdose.
Minnesota state law allows anyone to carry and ad-
minister naloxone, making it an important tool for
community safety.

Glen Cary Church Events

Community Dinner ¢ June 19

On the menu for June at Glen Cary’s Community
Dinner are tacos, chips and salsa, and dessert.

The Community Dinner will be Friday, June 19th at
6:00 pm at 15531 Central Ave NE in Ham Lake.

The event is free and open to everyone. Come meet
your neighbors and community!

HELP: Health Equipment Lending Program

HELP is a free ministry that offers used medical
equipment to anyone in need for temporary use (up
to 6 months). It’s open at Glen Cary (15531 Central
Ave NE in Ham Lake) on Sundays from 10:30 am-
noon, Tuesdays from 7:00-8:30 pm, and Wednes-
days from 11:00 am-2:00 pm.

Call 763-434-5695 with questions about either of
these events.

Senior Center Events

Open Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 3:30 pm
15544 Central Ave NE in Ham Lake
763-434-0455
(Located in the lower west parking lot of City Hall)

Senior Dining on Mondays and Wednesdays each
week at noon. Reservations needed! Meals are $7
for those 55+ and $10 for those younger than 55.
Non-members are welcome at these meals, too.

Meal Delivery on Monday/Wednesday: If you
need meal delivery, please call and order with as
much notice as possible. We may be able to accom-
modate same-day delivery if we have a cancellation
and a driver.

Senior Center Activities:

« Craft Group—10:00 am on Mondays

« Hand-Foot-Toe Cards—1:00 pm on Mondays

» Bingo—2nd and last Wednesdays at 12:45 pm fol-
lowing lunch

« Jam Sessions—3rd Wednesday of the month at
1:00 pm following lunch (open to the public)

» Wii Bowling—9:30 am Wednesdays

« Wood Carvers—10:00 am Wednesdays

» Dominoes—10:00 am Thursdays

» 500 Cards—12:30 pm Thursdays

Watch for upcoming trips to the Casino (open to
members only), health insurance counseling, sched-
uled shopping trips for those who need transporta-
tion, and a birthday lunch on the last Wednesday of
each month.

Call the Senior Center for dates, times and details
of these and other special events.

DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSES for 2026 are
being held at the Ham Lake Senior Center for those
55 and older. Registration is required. Call 1-320-
308-1400 to register, or go online to:
www.stcloudstate.edu/precisiondrivingcenter/
55-plus

4-Hour Initial or Refresher Courses for 2026
($24 fee):

« Friday, June 5 » 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

« Friday, August 21 + 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

« Friday, October 16 » 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

« Friday, November 13 « 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Did you know? If you are 55 years or older, state
law requires your insurance company to give you a
10% discount after taking a 4-hour initial or refresher
course every three years.

NOTE: The Ham Lake Senior Center is NOT available for rent!

Assessor’s Update

Property Visits and the 2026 Review Area

State law requires property assessors to visit and review each property within the city once every five years to
ensure that the assessment record data that is currently on file is accurate. Accuracy of the data is important
because it is used to set estimated market values for tax allocation purposes. Beginning in June, the Ham
Lake Assessors will visit and review all properties in the areas outlined below, as part of the 5-year review.

They will begin in the area marked Review Area #1, which is in the south east area of the city:

@

BUNKER LAKE BLVD NE

i@ RADISSONRD &

2026 Review Area #1

LB' LEXINGTON AVE

Then they will move to Review Area #2, which is the northeast area of the city, later in the summer/early fall:

= —

XYLTEST

@

COON LAKE

2026 Review Area #2

118} CROSSTOWN BLVD NE

If your property is in the review area, here’s what you can expect:

« The assessor will come to the property and knock or ring the doorbell. If an adult is present, an inside review
may be requested depending on the last time a full review was done. The assessor will also walk around the
outside of all buildings (if accessible) to verify exterior characteristics.

« If no one is there when the assessor stops by, they will leave a door tag with instructions for questions.

« Characteristics of the property that affect market value are age, square footage, quality of construction, con-
dition, basement finish, recent remodeling, location, etc.

» The assessor will wear an official identification badge and carry business cards.

In addition to the 5-year review area outlined above, the assessors will visit new construction, permit and
remodeling work of all property types in all areas of the city through the end of the year.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation during this year’s assessment review. If you have any questions,
call Mary Wells at 763-412-1966 Ext. 1, or email her at mnassessormary@gmail.com.

Do Your Dog Duty

Every day, dogs are doing their “doody” in Ham Lake.

Do your duty—pick up your dog’s waste and put it in
the trash. Dog waste, like other animal waste, con-
tains bacteria which can end up in our ponds, creeks
and lake when washed away with the rain.

Please do your dog doo duty. Future generations will
thank you (so will your family and neighbors)!

Fire Department Calls

The Ham Lake Fire Department responded to 37
calls during the month of April: 20 during the day
and 17 at night. The department spent 447.5 personal
hours responding to calls for the month.

Year-to-date, the department has answered 129 total
calls, compared with 110 calls at the same time last
year.



Using Fireworks?

The Fourth of July is nearly here, and fireworks are a
traditional part of the celebration for many. But be-
fore you go out and purchase fireworks yourself, let's
take a look at some numbers.

In 2017, eight people died and over 12,000 were in-
jured badly enough to require medical treatment af-
ter fireworks-related incidents. Of these, 50% of the
injuries were to children and young adults under age
20. 67% of injuries took place from June 16th to July
16th. And while the majority of these incidents were
due to amateurs attempting to use professional-
grade, homemade or other illegal fireworks or explo-
sives, an estimated 1,200 injuries were from small
firecrackers and sparklers.

Additionally, fireworks start an average of 18,500
fires each year, including 1,300 structure fires, 300
vehicle fires and nearly 17,000 other fires.

Fireworks must be treated with respect. Even a sim-
ple sparkler can reach temperatures over 1,200 de-
grees Fahrenheit! And remember, not all fireworks
are legal here in Minnesota.

If you do choose to use them, here are a few tips:

» Use fireworks outdoors only.

« Obey all laws about the type and use of fireworks.
« Read and follow instructions on the package.

» Closely supervise children with fireworks.

« Have a hose or bucket of water nearby.

« Alcohol and fireworks do not mix.

The Ham Lake Fire Department wishes you a safe
and enjoyable holiday and summer!

Voice Your Concerns

City Storm Water Treatment

The City of Ham Lake obtained a National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System permit from the Min-
nesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA), which ad-
dresses areas to reduce or eliminate pollutants from
storm water runoff.

An important component of the permit is public edu-
cation and outreach. Citizens are invited to partici-
pate in an annual public meeting and to report con-
cerns or illicit discharges to City staff.

This meeting allows citizens an opportunity to give
written or oral input on the program. The City must
consider these suggestions and make appropriate ad-
justments to the program when submitting its annual
report to the MPCA.

The meeting will be on June 15th at 6:01 pm at the
Ham Lake City Council meeting. Submit your written
comments or concerns by June 18th to City Hall
(15544 Central Avenue NE, Ham Lake MN 55304).

A copy of the SWPPP will be available for review at
City Hall or on the City website (www.hamlakemn.
gov) under Services and Water/Stormwater.

For more information, contact the City at 763-434-
9555.

SANNERUD, SAVARESE & ASSOCIATES, PA.
Certified Public Accountants

Specializing in accounting and taxes ﬁr cbsely—be[d and
ﬁzmily—nwued businesses since 1974.

Hours Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

763-434-5929

1207 Constance Blvd. NE » Ham Lake, MN 55304

Tim Ross
Owner

Trusted
ilrpe’f
edners
612-961-0906

MyTrustedCarpetCleaners@gmail.com
www.MyTrustedCarpetCleaners.com

Ham Lake Business: Branch & Bloom Flower Farm

Kari and Clayton Kearns purchased a 100-year-old
Ham Lake farm in 2023. After working hard to clean
up and renovate the property, Kari opened her new
business, Branch & Bloom Flower Farm, last sum-
mer, 2025.

Branch & Bloom offered two primary “products” in
its first season that highlight flowers grown on the
property: a Flower Stand with pre-picked bouquets
of freshly-cut flowers, and U-Pick evenings where
customers can walk through the flower field to
choose their own flowers and make their own ar-
rangements. She also offered custom bouquets and
private U-Pick events.

The property came with a historic farmhouse, origi-
nal chicken house and barn that Clayton and Kari
renovated. While the second-floor of the farmhouse
is the family’s private residence, the first floor of the
farmhouse is now open to host private events for
small groups of up to 15 people—gatherings like
bridal or baby showers, team retreats or workshops.

If guests utilize outdoor spaces, the farm can host up
to 50 people.

As the 2026 growing season gets into full swing, Kari
is looking forward to opening the Flower Stand back
up, hosting more U-Pick and flower arranging ses-
sions, and holiday décor arranging workshops.

Kari and Clayton also plan to plant pumpkins and
strawberries this year. They look forward to fall and
future years when they can invite people to come and
pick their own pumpkins and strawberries.

At the suggestion of Ham Lake photographer Annie
Melin (Breese & Brundle Photography), the Kearns
have opened their farm to private photo sessions.
Outdoors by the beautiful red barn or flower field, or
indoors in the historic and updated farmhouse, pros
and amateurs alike can use their rural property as a
backdrop.

Kari loves getting these suggestions for creative ways
to use their farm. “If others in the Ham Lake commu-
nity have an idea, please reach out,” she said. “We’re
open to exploring ideas, trying them and seeing what
works.”

Surprisingly, Kari doesn’t have a background in
farming. Her work experience had been in the busi-
ness arena, specifically marketing. But she found
herself longing for more time outside and more activ-
ity, instead of sitting in front of a computer most of
the day.

She and her husband also loved the idea of their two
young children growing up “on the farm” with ani-
mals, chores and room to run. She says the fainting

goats, bunnies and chickens that call the farm home
have helped to establish core childhood memories.

Kari is tremendously grateful for the help of fellow
local farmers, Dale and Sandy Sprouse of Papa’s Or-
ganics. They've provided a wealth of growing tips
that have helped her learn more quickly and have be-
come good friends along the way.

Kari Kearns, owner of Branch & Bloom Flower Farm,
with her husband Clayton and their two children

You can learn more about Branch & Bloom Flower
Farm on the website, www.branchbloomfarm.com.
To reach out with questions or ideas, fill out the Con-
tact form or email info@branchbloomfarm.com.

You can keep track of all that’s going on at the Farm
by following them on Facebook or Instagram
(branch.bloom.mn).

Branch & Bloom Flower Farm is located at 13401
Radisson Road NE.

Ventriloquist Show

Ventriloquist Kevin Doely is coming to the Ham Lake
Senior Center.

Everyone is welcome for some laughs on Wednesday,
June 3rd at 12:45 pm. Freewill offerings will be ac-
cepted.

Community Calendar

June 1: City Council, City Hall 6:00 pm
June 8: Planning Commission, City Hall 6:00 pm

June 10: The Ham Laker ads and articles deadline a
noon for the July 2026 issue

June 15: City Council, City Hall 6:00 pm

June 19: City Hall will be closed in observance of
Juneteenth

June 22: Planning Commission, City Hall 6:00 pm

g‘, Crosstown Chiropractic, PA

A Mackenzie Engelstad. D.C. » Logan Engelstad, D.C

2330 Crosstown Blvd NE Same_ day
Ham Lake, MN 55304 app_omtments
available!

(1 mile East of HWY 65)

763-434-5714
Crosstownclinic.com
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Design - Install - Inspect

Septic Pumping, Installations & Repairs
Site Evaluations & Septic Designs
Compliance &Well Testing

(763) 434-3915
1244 Crosstown Blvd. NW
Ham Lake, MN 55304



