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From the Mayor

Hello Ham Lakers,

It's that time of the year when I like to let you know
what's going on at City Hall and what we can expect
in 2026.

2026 Budget

We recently passed our 2026 budget. Like every bud-
get, we prioritize the needs for the city and not the
wants. This budget cycle we are asking for $243,368
or 3.64% more from the residents of Ham Lake.

The biggest reason for this increase is that we had a
$115,155 increase with our Sheriff's Office contract,
we increased how much we are putting into our re-
volving street fund by $100,000, and elections for
2026 will cost $40,932.

We did have some areas in the budget where we
saved money. That went to offset increases like
COLA, insurance increases and the new Minnesota
Paid Family Leave Act. With all of the new growth
that is happening in Ham Lake, this helps us once
again drop our tax capacity rate. We continue to sep-
arate ourselves from other nearby cities, as you can
see from the chart below:
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New Housing Developments &
Wetland Banking

We've had a busy year in the city with many new de-
velopments and new homes constructed. The new
developments here are different from those happen-
ing anywhere else in the metro area.

For example, the Elwell Farms Development in the
southeast corner of the city will consist of over 500
acres with only 104 single-family homes. There will
be over 100 acres of a wetland bank. In this case, a
sod field will be turned into a wetland bank.

Wetland banking is designed to identify wetlands
that have been restored or newly created, which then
earn replacement credits. These credits are ex-
changed for projects that require wetland mitigation
(meaning they must legally replace any wetlands they
damage) to satisfy requirements by local, state or
federal authorities.

For example, when surrounding cities fill in wetlands
to create lots for homes, businesses, apartments, etc.
they must create a wetland somewhere else at a 2:1
ratio. For every five acres of wetland filled in, they
need to create 10 acres of wetland somewhere else.

Why not here! This helps keep the rural feeling we
have in Ham Lake. When surrounding cities develop

500-plus acres, they create 1,200 lots in a develop-
ment like this, but not in Ham Lake. We have another
wetland bank near Fox Run Park that is also in the
works. Once again, this is turning sod field land back
to its natural state that will not ever be developed.

Take out the sod farms and wetlands and our city is
85%-90% built out. I want to encourage the last re-
maining portion of the city to be built out the Ham
Lake way.

2026 Equipment & Projects

We have some new equipment coming. The biggest
one is a new fire engine for Fire Station #2 that is due
to arrive at the end of 2026. We are also due to re-
ceive the second of the two plow trucks that we or-
dered over two years ago. All of these purchases are
replacing equipment that is 20-30 years old. We al-
ways do what we can to maximize the use of the
equipment we purchase.

We have a lot of mill and overlay projects planned for
2026. Here's the list of the neighborhoods and com-
mercial roads that are on the list: a section of Polk
Street NE north of Constance Boulevard NE, Amber-
wood, Rosewood Addition, Naples Estates 2nd Addi-
tion, Wisen's 14th Addition, Prairie Creek, Clayton
Park Estates, Woodland Preserve, Landborg Com-
mercial Park, West Coon Lake Shores, and the west
frontage road north of Crosstown Boulevard NE.

We have major road reconstruction planned for the
Crosstown Shopping Center, along with finishing up
the new frontage road east of Highway 65 between
Crosstown Boulevard NE and 169th Avenue NE.

The best part about all of this construction is that
there will be ZERO dollars assessed to the property
owners. A friend of mine in a neighboring city is hav-
ing a mill and overlay done and is being assessed
$6,500 on top of paying property taxes.

Not in Ham Lake!!

The city, along with county and state officials, has
been working hard to try to secure funding for an
overpass at the intersection of Bunker Lake Boule-
vard and Highway 65.

We are so close to having this project fully funded. In
spring or summer of 2026 we will know if this project
will be funded by the state. If this does happen, con-
struction is scheduled to start in 2028.

This is a very danger- |
ous intersection. The
Sheriff’s Office gets a
call to this corner ev- |
ery 15 days or so.

Please reach out to
our state elected offi-
cials and tell them we
need this project to
be fully funded.

Mayor Brian Kirkham
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2025 Santa Rides & NACE
Donation Update

Each year the Ham Lake Fire Department and Santa
collect donations as they visit Ham Lake residents.
We beat last year’s donations for NACE, collecting
11,584 pounds of food and $6,675 in cash! Our fire-
fighters were able to deliver the donations to NACE
just in time for the holidays.

j [ : b 1 :
A huge thank you to Ham Lake residents for your
generous donations, and to the firefighters and vol-
unteers who participated this year. We hope to see
you all again next year!
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Volunteers and firefighters delivering food donations to
NACE (photo courtesy of NACE)

For more information about the services and pro-
grams NACE provides, please visit their website at
wwuw.nacefoodshelf.org.

Have a very Merry Christmas!

Christmas Tree & Light
Recycling

Drop off your Christmas trees, holiday lights and ex-
tension cords at the north side of the City Hall park-
ing lot for recycling. Please place holiday lights and
cords in the blue container with the green lid near the
small garage. Tree can be placed at the north side of
the parking lot through January 5th. They must be
clean of all tinsel, decorations and plastic.

Articles and photos that appear in The Ham Laker,
along with other useful information about the City,
can be found on the City’s website:
www.hamlakemn.gov




City Council Meetings

At its November 17th, 2025 meeting, the City
Council took the following actions:

Approved items on the Consent Agenda included:

- Updating the Employee Handbook
- Hiring part-time snowplow drivers

- Ordinance No. 25-14 rezoning Ruds Skogsted in
Section 23

- First Reading of an Ordinance establishing Permit
Fees and Service Charges to be collected by the City
of Ham Lake

- Off-Site Gambling Permit for Way of the Shepherd
to conduct a raffle on January 30, 2026 at Majestic
Oaks Golf Club

- Resolution No. 25-44 scheduling a public hearing
to vacate drainage and utility easements lying over,
under, and across Outlot A, Harmony Estates 2nd
Addition

- Extending Conditional Offers to paid on-call Fire-
fighter Candidates

« Approved the request of Joseph Radach of Contour
Development, LLC, to rezone Elwell Farms in Sec-
tion 36 from R-A (Rural Single Family Residential)
and R-1 (Single Family Residential) to Planned
Unit Development (PUD) to allow lots for single
family residential home construction meeting the
R-1 zoning requirements, one lot to have a club-
house and pool for recreational use and three out-
lots in the R-A zoning district for wetland banking
usage and meeting all requirements.

» Approved the Final Plat of Harmony Estates 3rd
Addition (21 Single Family Residential lots and 3
outlots) in Section 22 as requested by Jeff

Entsminger of Nova Development, LLC, subject to
Outlot B, consisting of 8.62 acres, being dedicated
as parkland and other requirements.

At its December 1st, 2025 meeting, the City
Council took the following actions:

Approved items on the Consent Agenda included:

- Accepting the resignation of Building and Zoning
Clerk Jennifer Bohr

- Ordinance No. 25-16 establishing Permit Fees and
Service Charges to be collected by the City

- Resolution No. 25-46 scheduling a public hearing
to vacate a portion of the drainage and utility ease-
ments on Lot 3 and 4, Block 2, Stone Estates in Sec-
tion 32

- Resolution No. 25-47 accepting a $2,000 donation
from Kenneth Peterson for the Ham Lake Fire De-
partment

- Outdoor Lighting Energy and Maintenance Agree-
ment for Streetlights in Elwell Commercial Park

- Outdoor Lighting Energy and Maintenance Agree-
ment for Streetlights in Harmony Estates 3rd Addi-
tion

- Hiring a part-time Snowplow driver

- Reduction of the Performance Security for the
Washington Street NE cul-de-sac extension

Visit the City’s website (www.hamlakemn.gov) to
view Council and Planning meeting videos on de-
mand and complete agenda minutes of City Council
and Planning Commission meetings

Sheriff’'s Report

Thefts & Damage to Property

11.16 28xx Westlund Dr NE—vandalism; home was
egged

11.17 166xx Polk St NE—a vehicle was stolen from a
business; on camera, investigation continues

11.18 163xx Hwy 65 NE—theft of a license plate from
a dealer’s lot

11.19 133xx Hwy 65 NE—theft of a skid steer from a
business

Burglaries

11.20 142xx Lincoln St NE—business; forced entry to
back door, caught on video, investigation continues

Arrests

11.08 60xx Edgewood Dr NE—Assault; deputies re-
sponded to a physical altercation between brothers
and a girlfriend. One male was arrested.

11.11 162xx Central Ave NE—Drugs; deputy observed
a vehicle running in a parking lot with a male
slumped over the wheel. Drugs, paraphernalia, meth
and fentanyl were found in the vehicle. The male was
arrested.

11.14 5xx Bunker Lake Blvd NE—Damage to Prop-
erty; deputy responded to a school where a student
was damaging property. He was arrested.

11.15 147th Ave/Hwy 65 NE—Stolen Vehicle; deputy
observed a truck that had been reported stolen. The
occupant was located on a roof nearby with meth on
her. She had eight warrants, and was arrested.

11.24 Concord Dr/175th Ave NE—DWI; Ham Lake
deputies responded to a hit-and-run crash. An Oak
Grove deputy located the suspect vehicle in a ditch.
The male driver was arrested on a DWI in Oak Grove.

11.26 9oxx Chestnut Lane NE—Warrant Arrest;
deputy went to the location looking for a male with
warrants. The male was located and arrested.

11.30 Hwy 65/169th Ave NE—DWTI Refusal; deputy
stopped to assist a vehicle in the ditch. The deputy
smelled alcohol but the driver refused the formal
test. He failed field sobriety tests and was arrested.

12.02 134xx Hwy 65 NE—Warrant Arrest; deputy ran
plates and learned the male had an extraditable war-
rant to Wisconsin. The deputy went into the business
and located and arrested the male.

Streetlight Not Working?

You can report streetlights not working on the Con-
nexus Energy website: www.connexusenergy.com.

At the top of the page, find the tab labeled Outages.
You will then be able to click on Outdoor Light Re-
pair to report when the streetlight is working again.

® - CONNEXUS’
ENERGY

Your Community Energy Partner

November Building Permits

The City of Ham Lake issued 110 permits in Novem-
ber with a valuation of $2,405,110.

The issued permits are as follows: one commercial
accessory building (secondary), two commercial
sign, six residential new construction, three residen-
tial remodel, three residential basement finish, four
residential deck, three residential accessory building
(secondary), one residential addition one residential
demolition, one residential porch, two residential so-
lar panels, two residential garage addition, two resi-
dential miscellaneous and six roofing/siding, one
townhome remodel.

Other permits include 35 mechanical, 25 plumbing,
and 12 septic permits.

City Seeks Planning
Commission Member

The City of Ham Lake is seeking a citizen interested
in serving on the Planning Commission. The Plan-
ning Commission reviews, holds hearings and makes
recommendations to the City Council on matters re-
lating to growth and development in the City and
conformance to City ordinances.

The Planning Commission meets at City Hall at 6:00
pm on the second and fourth Mondays of each
month.

You must be a resident of Ham Lake to apply. If you
are interested in serving on the Planning Commis-
sion, please submit a written statement to Dawnette
Shimek and mail it to: City of Ham Lake, 15544 Cen-
tral Ave NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304. You can also
email it to dshimek@ci.ham-lake.mn.us.

Please submit statements no later than February
2nd, 2026 by 4:30 pm.

Glen Cary Lutheran
Church Community Dinner

On the menu for January at Glen Cary’s Community
Dinner is Breakfast for Dinner: pancakes, French
toast, sausage, bacon and fruit.

The Community Dinner will be Friday, January 16th
at 6:00 pm at 15531 Central Ave NE in Ham Lake.
The event is free and open to everyone. Come meet
your neighbors and community!

Call 763-434-6595 with any questions.

Fire Department Calls

The Ham Lake Fire Department responded to 24
calls during the month of November: 13 during the
day and 11 at night. The department spent 220 per-
sonal hours responding to calls for the month.

Year-to-date, the department has answered 328 calls,
compared with 356 calls at the same time last year.

February 2026 Issue Deadline:
Wednesday, January 14 @ noon

Please send all Ham Laker correspondence, ideas
and articles to:

City of Ham Lake
15544 Central Ave NE
Ham Lake, MN 55304

Email: HamLaker @hamlakemn.gov

For advertising information please contact City
Hall at 763-434-9555
Editor: Sharon Brodin, Brodin Press LLC

<

Printed on 20% post-recycled
consumer waste paper

Ham Lake City Contacts

City Hall: 763-434-9555
To report emergencies after office hours call 911
City Hall Hours: Monday-Thursday: 7:00-4:30
Friday: 7:00-11:00
Brian Kirkham (Mayor)
612-978-2764
bkirkham@hamlakemn.gov
Jim Doyle (Council)
612-850-1698
jdoyle@hamlakemn.gov
Mike Van Kirk (Council)

612-618-9441
mvankirk@hamlakemn.gov

Al Parranto (Council)
763-355-5171
aparranto@hamlakemn.gov

Andrew Hallberg (Council)

763-257-2545
ahallberg@hamlakemn.gov




Public Notice: Ham Lake’s

Aeration Site

The City of Ham Lake hereby gives public notice of its
intent to aerate Ham Lake to prevent winter kill of
game fish. The City intends to use mobile systems
which may be used at any time. The aeration systems
will cause areas of thin ice and open water that fluc-
tuate greatly.

If you have any questions concerning the aeration
system, please contact Ham Lake City Hall at 763-

434-9555.
Warning: Stay clear of designated areas!
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Be Safe on the Ice

The Anoka County Sheriff’s office provides these
general guidelines for ice thickness:

« 2 inches or less—stay off!

» 4 inches—ice fishing or other activities on foot
« 5 inches—snowmobile or ATV

« 8-12 inches—car or small pickup

« 12-15 inches—medium truck

These guidelines are for new, clear, solid ice.

White ice or “snow ice” is only about half as strong as
new clear ice. Double the thickness guidelines when
traveling on white ice.

Keep Your Snhow Removal
Legal

Did you know that moving snow onto or across a city
street is illegal, dangerous and costly to taxpayers?

MN State Statute 160.2715:

(a) Except for the actions of the road authorities,
their agents, employees, contractors, and utilities in
carrying out their duties imposed by law or contract,
and except as herein provided, it shall be unlawful to:

(1) obstruct any highway or deposit snow or ice
thereon; (b) Any violation of this section is a misde-
meanor.

There are several issues to consider before pushing
snow into or across the street. One is increased spring
flooding. The city’s storm water system is designed to
flow freely and with minimal restriction to holding
areas and other water conveyances. If that system be-
comes blocked due to an illegal snow pile, it can back
up and flood streets, yards and even houses.

Another issue is the added wear and tear (and some-
times damage) to city vehicles. Some of these snow
banks freeze solid, and if hit by a plow, can damage
and even destroy the plow. This costs taxpayer
money and time to repair the plow—time that would
be better spent clearing the roads of snow for resi-
dents.

And lastly, there is the added cost to taxpayers for
city crews, vehicles and equipment to remove the ille-
gal snow to a safe location.

Senior Center Events

Open Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 3:30 pm
15544 Central Ave NE in Ham Lake
763-434-0455
(Located in the lower west parking lot of City Hall)

Senior Dining on Mondays and Wednesdays each
week at noon. Reservations needed! Meals are $7
for those 55+ and $10 for those younger than 55.
Non-members are welcome at these meals, too.

Meal Delivery on Monday/Wednesday: If you
need meal delivery, please call and order with as
much notice as possible. We may be able to accom-
modate same-day delivery if we have a cancellation
and a driver.

Senior Center Activities:

« Craft Group—10:00 am on Mondays (time change!)

« Hand-Foot-Toe Cards—1:00 pm on Mondays

» Bingo—2nd and last Wednesdays at 12:45 pm fol-
lowing lunch

« Jam Sessions—2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00
pm and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 1:00 pm
following lunch (open to the public)

» Wii Bowling—9:30 am Wednesdays

« Wood Carvers—10:00 am Wednesdays

« Dominoes—10:00 am Thursdays

+ 500 Cards—12:30 pm Thursdays

Watch for upcoming trips to the Casino (open to
members only), health insurance counseling, sched-
uled shopping trips for those who need transporta-
tion, and a birthday lunch on the last Wednesday of
each month.

Call the Senior Center for dates, times and details
of these and other special events.

DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSES are held by
MHSRC (Minnesota Highway Safety Research Cen-
ter) for those 55 and older. Registration is required.
Call 1-320-308-1400 for information and to register,
or go online to:
www.stcloudstate.edu/precisiondrivingcenter/
55-plus

4-Hour Initial or Refresher Course for 2026
($24 fee):

« Tuesday, March 31 ¢ 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

« Friday, June 5 « 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

« Friday, August 21 « 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

« Friday, October 16 » 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

« Friday, November 13 « 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Did you know? If you are 55 years or older, state
law requires your insurance company to give you a
10% discount after taking a 4-hour initial or refresher
course every three years.

NOTE: The Ham Lake Senior Center is NOT available for rent!

Why Does Ham Lake Plow Snow the Way It Does?

Dealing with large amounts of snow is a challenge for
everyone, including the City’s snow plow drivers.
During and after large snowfalls, the city receives
many calls related to plowing. One very popular
question is: “When will the plow get to my street?”

The City of Ham Lake understands the importance of
efficient and timely snow removal and ice control.
Snow plowing policy and processes are reviewed an-
nually to provide for safe travels for the greatest
number of people on the roughly 158 miles of City-
managed roadways.

The Public Works Department reviews a map of the
City’s public street systems. (This map clearly delin-
eates thoroughfare and local residential streets.) The
map is then divided into six routes, plus four cul-de-
sac routes for purposes of snow removal and ice con-
trol. Within each of the areas, the City classifies city
streets based on the street function, relative traffic
volume and importance to the welfare of the commu-
nity. Those streets are classified as:

« Priority A streets will be plowed first. These are
high-volume streets which connect major sections
of the city and provide access for emergency fire,
police and medical services.

« Priority B streets are next. These provide access to
schools and commercial businesses.

« Priority C are low-volume residential streets that
are plowed afterwards.

« Priority D are cul-de-sacs, and are plowed last.

The Public Works Superintendent or designated rep-
resentative monitors street conditions to determine
the timing and amount of equipment and personnel
necessary to clear the streets.

Ham Lake’s Winter Parking
Rules

Remember from October 1st through April 30 there
is NO PARKING allowed on Ham Lake streets be-
tween midnight and 6:00 am.

In addition, no parking is allowed in the daytime
hours during or after a two-inch snowstorm or until
the streets are plowed afterwards.

During large snowfalls, the City has seven trucks dis-
patched to plow. The plows are assigned to specific
sections of the City. When they leave the shop or
“hub,” plowing is done from the hub to outlying parts
of the City. This saves time, is more efficient, and
prevents plows from having to backtrack.

Snow plows discharge snow on the right-hand side of
the truck or curbside. The routes are designed to al-
low the trucks to always take right-hand turns to
limit time spent backing up and turning around.

Maneuvering a large plow truck is more difficult than
a passenger vehicle, especially when there are
mounds of snow to drive around and through. Plows
travel at an average speed of 10-20 mph. That pace
can be impacted by the amount and weight of snow,
traffic, obstacles in in roadways, etc. To help the plow
drivers, please be sure all unattended vehicles are off
City streets during or after a snowfall until streets
have been cleared (see the other snow articles on this
page).

Some roadways within the City are managed by Mn-
DOT or the Anoka County Highway Department. Ex-
amples are Highway 65 (managed by MnDOT), and
Constance Blvd, Crosstown Blvd, Bunker Lake Blvd
and Radisson Rd (managed by the Anoka County
Highway Department). Direct your questions or con-
cerns about those roads or conditions to the respon-
sible organization:

MnDOT, Information Center, M-F, 8:00 am to 4:30
pm, (651) 296-3000, or (800) 657-3774

Anoka County Highway Department, M-F, 7:30 am
to 4:30 pm, (763) 324-3100

Obey City Snow Rules

Respect your neighbors by following the City’s policy
on parking and on where to deposit snow and ice.

Minnesota law makes it illegal for property owners to
deposit snow or ice upon any street or highway. This
includes the 15-foot right-of-way back from the curb.
Therefore, it is illegal to plow snow from your drive-
way and move it across the street onto the right-of-
way of the property across from you.



Where to Place Your
Garbage/Recycling Bins

Please place your garbage and recycling bins about
two feet behind the curb in the driveway during the
winter season. Our plow drivers cannot leave their
vehicles to move objects out of the road.
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Recycle Post-Holiday
Electronics & Cardboard

You may have received or purchased new electronics
over the holidays. Make sure you recycle any old elec-
tronics plus the cardboard boxes they came in.

Recycling Electronics

« Call Ham Lake Haulers for curbside pickup

 Drop-off at Ham Lake recycling events
(www.hamlakemn.gov/services/recycle/events)

« Drop-off at Recycle Technologies
(www.recycletechnologies.com)

Recycling Corrugated Cardboard

Your actions matter! Cardboard is a very valuable re-
source that should be re-used. Making new boxes
from used corrugated cardboard saves 75% of the en-
ergy used to manufacture cardboard boxes from vir-
gin tree pulp.

1. Remove all packaging materials—Styrofoam™—
Rigid block and shape Styrofoam is thick and heavy,
and used as packing material for electronics or appli-
ances. Styrofoam must be white, rigid, clean and dry.
Remove all tape, stickers, labels, cardboard, glue, etc.
No bagged material is accepted. Take it to the Coon
Rapids Recycling Center.

(www.anokacountymn.gov/1653/Search-the-Recy-
cling-and-Disposal-Direct)

2. Flatten the box—this saves space in the recycling
container and makes sure all packaging materials are
removed

3. Recycle:

« Curbside: For smaller boxes, place the flattened box
along the side of your curbside recycling container
so there is still room for other materials.

« Drop-off: For larger or multiple boxes, drop them
off at the Ham Lake Recycling Center. It is located
on the west end of the Ham Lake City Hall parking
lot. Flatten your boxes first, as it ensures the con-
tainers do not fill as quickly, allows more residents
space to recycle their boxes and holds costs down
for the city.
(www.hamlakemn.gov/services/recycle/center)

Since 1979

Septic Pumping, Installations ¢ Repairs
Site Evaluations & Septic Designs
Compliance & Well Testing

(763) 434-3915
1244 Crosstown Blvd. NW
x Ham Lake, MN 55304

g‘, Crosstown Chiropractic, PA

A Mackenzie Engelstad, D.C. » Logan Engelstad, D.C

2330 Crosstown Blvd NE Same_ day
Ham Lake, MN 55304 appointments
available!

(1 mile East of HWY 65)

763-434-5714

Crosstownclinic.com

Business Spotlight: Bridge Interpreting Partners

Bridge Interpreting Partners (BIP) is a Ham Lake
company that has developed an entirely new busi-
ness model to serve the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
(HoH) community.

Their model is a holistic approach that gives auton-
omy back to the independently-contracted inter-
preters. At the same time, the Deaf community is
provided with quality interpreters that save busi-
nesses money.

This departure from the industry norm has set them
apart in a way that co-owners Micahjane Draeger and
Mat Keller believe is best for everyone.

BIP is women and veteran-owned. Micahjane, a Ham
Lake resident with her family, is the majority owner.
Both she and Mat are veterans, having served in Iraq
together—Mat as a nurse and Micahjane as a medic
under him. Their varying backgrounds (Mat has his
RN and JD degrees and Micahjane her ASL Inter-
preting degree), plus their military experience all cul-
minate in an equitable model for ASL Interpreters.

Micahjane Draeger, majority owner of Bridge
Interpreting Partners

Micahjane learned sign language from a book. At 15
years old, while on a mission trip, she met a girl her
age who was deaf. “By the time I came back home, I
was basically fluent,” she said.

She met her husband at North Central University
while studying interpreting. He has progressive ge-
netic hearing loss that he inherited from his father,
and which has also been passed down to their son.

Micahjane was active in the Deaf community starting
in 2002, but lawsuits between that community and
local hospitals made her realize she wasn’t yet pre-
pared for this profession. She left college to join the
Army. When her tour was over, she came home to
finish her degree, graduated in 2020, and re-entered
the ASL Interpreting world.

But she didn’t like what she saw: interpreters being
overworked and underpaid...some sent into emo-
tionally traumatic situations with little support...un-
qualified interpreters sent into specialized situations.
So she decided to start her own company with an en-
tirely different model in partnership with Mat.

Bridge Interpreting Partners hires teams with inter-
preters as contract workers rather than employees.
This gives them the freedom to set their own rates
and choose jobs based on their skills.

It gives clients better options, too. A church or the-
ater can hire interpreters who are less specialized or
newer to the professional ASL Interpreting world at
a lower rate that matches their skills and experience.

Medical professionals and other clients with much
higher stakes can choose interpreters who are bilin-
gual, experienced and skilled in specialized fields.
“This follows the You get what you pay for model,”
Micahjane said.

While getting better service, clients end up paying
less. And while working in their ideal situations, in-
terpreters end up making more. BIP makes its share
by charging a 20% administrative fee for each job.

“Our logo features a bridge with two hands signing
partner,” said Micahjane. “We're the bridge. Com-
munication flows across that partnership between
our contractors and our clients. What’s in the best in-
terest of the deaf community is to have interpreters
who aren’t stressed out and bogged down. What’s in
the best interest of businesses is not having to pay
through the nose. That creates real accessibility.”

BIP also stresses mentorship. Micahjane partners
with a colleague who specializes in training new in-
terpreters. Her team brings recent graduates into
real-world settings to help them build their skills
with guidance.

Micahjane, Mat and their growing list of contract in-
terpreters are doing what their name suggests: build-
ing a path toward a more equitable and accessible fu-
ture for the 20% of Minnesotans (and growing) who
identify as Deaf and Hard of Hearing.

To learn more about Bridge Interpreting Partners
and to see up-front fees for your business or non-
profit organization, go to their website: bipasl.com.

Community Calendar

Jan 1-2: City Hall will be closed in observance of New
Year’s Day

Jan 5: City Council, City Hall 6:00 pm
Jan 12: Planning Commission, City Hall 6:00 pm

Jan 14: The Ham Laker ads and articles deadline at
noon for the February 2026 issue

Jan 19: City Hall will be closed in observance of Mar-
tin Luther King Jr Day

Jan 20: City Council, City Hall 6:00 pm
Jan 26: Planning Commission, City Hall 6:00 pm

Tim Ross
Owner

Trusted
ilrpe’r
eaners
612-961-0906

MyTrustedCarpetCleaners@gmail.com
www.MyTrustedCarpetCleaners.com
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SANNERUD, SAVARESE & ASSOCIATES, P.A.
Certified Public Accountants

Specializing in accounting and taxes for closely-held and
Jamily-owned businesses since 1974.
Hours Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

763-434-5929

1207 Constance Blvd. NE ¢ Ham Lake, MN 55304




