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Articles and photos that appear in The Ham Laker, 
along with other useful information about the City, 

can be found on the City’s website: 
www.hamlakemn.gov

On December 1st, 2025, the City Council approved the 2026 Budget. 
The General Fund budget primarily is funded by the property tax levy of $6,886,427. When including other 
revenue sources, the total revenues for the General Fund are $7,871,362. This is an increase of $378,568 
when compared to the 2025 budget. Total expenditures are $ 7,871,362 an increase of $191,836 from 2025 
budget. The 2026 budget is a balanced budget and will not use or add to the General Fund Reserves.

How Does the Levy Impact Property Taxes
The City did see a slight decrease in its tax capacity levy of 0.28%. The projected tax capacity rate for 2025 is 
18.904%. Below shows how the projected tax rate would affect the City portion of your property taxes when 
considering increases in residential market values:

Where Do My Taxes Go?
Property taxes are split among the local government units that are within your taxing district. These include 
Anoka County, your public school district, Met Council, County HRA, Watershed Districts and the City of 
Ham Lake. 
Below is a graphic showing how each dollar of your property tax is split among the units:

2025 Value 
of Home

2026 Value 
of Home 2025 Actual

2026 
Estimated

$ Increase / 
(decrease) 

% Increase / 
(decrease)

300,000     313,500       576           593           17             3%
375,000     391,875       719           741           22             3%
439,510     459,484       * 843           869           26             3%
550,000     574,750       1,055         1,087         32             3%
650,000     679,250       1,247         1,284         37             3%

Highway 65 Construction 
Begins This Spring
Long-awaited reconstruction of Highway 65 in 
Blaine is slated to begin this spring between 97th Av-
enue and 117th Avenue. 
The four-year project will convert the existing at-
grade intersections on Highway 65 at 99th Avenue, 
105th Avenue, 109th Avenue and 117th Avenue/
Cloud Drive into interchanges, with Highway 65 
traveling above. 
The project also includes a pedestrian bridge be-
tween 113th Avenue and 114th Avenue and will 
reroute existing local streets and driveways onto 
frontage and backage roads between 99th Avenue 
and 109th Avenue to safely carry local traffic between 
the interchanges and provide residential and busi-
ness access. 
New trails and sidewalks along the highway corridor 
will be built to meet Americans with Disabilities 
(ADA) standards. Improved drainage—including cul-
vert repair/replacements, larger stormwater pipes 
and vegetation—will help control erosion.
MnDOT will maintain two lanes of traffic in each di-
rection as much as possible, although there will be 
some single lane traffic and short-term closures and 
detours on Highway 65. There also will be closures 
and detours at cross streets. Access will be main-
tained to all businesses and the community.
When completed in fall 2029, this project will en-
hance accessibility, reduce congestion, improve traf-
fic flow/travel times and improve safety along the 
road. It will also provide a smoother road surface and 
extend pavement life.
For more information go to: 
www.mndot.gov/metro/projects/hwy65blaine
Kent Barnard, Metro Communications and Engage-
ment: kent.barnard@state.mn.us or 651-253-2803

Safe Tax Tips
It’s tax season! Here are some tips from the Sheriff’s 
Office that will help you guard your personal infor-
mation from would-be-thieves:
• Choose your tax preparer carefully.
• Double check that your incoming mail is secure.
• Follow-up if you don’t receive expected paperwork.
• Don’t believe just anyone who says they’re from the 

IRS. The IRS will never request personal informa-
tion out of the blue through email or text. They do 
not leave threatening phone messages or demand 
immediate payment.

• Dispose of your paperwork carefully by shredding.
• If you file online, make sure your antivirus software 

is updated.
• If you are mailing your returns, mail it from a se-

cure US Postal box.
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Ham Lake City Contacts
City Hall: 763-434-9555

         To report emergencies after office hours call 911

City Hall Hours: Monday-Thursday: 7:00-4:30
     Friday: 7:00-11:00

Brian Kirkham (Mayor)
612-978-2764

bkirkham@hamlakemn.gov

Jim Doyle (Council)
612-850-1698

jdoyle@hamlakemn.gov

Mike Van Kirk (Council)
612-618-9441

mvankirk@hamlakemn.gov

Al Parranto (Council)
763-355-5171

aparranto@hamlakemn.gov

Andrew Hallberg (Council)
763-257-2545

ahallberg@hamlakemn.gov

Thefts & Damage to Property
12.05 160xx Central Ave NE—suspects dumpster div-
ing at business for scrap metal; identified
12.08 138xx Terrace Rd NE—attempted to steal a 
snowmobile from yard; it quit running, thief fled
12.12 151xx Lever St NE – stolen mail; check washed 
and cashed at a bank in Blaine
12.12 154xx Hwy 65 NE – theft of a license plate
12.13 144xx University Ave NE – snowblower stolen 
from the driveway
12.24 160xx Central Ave NE—business; theft of a ve-
hicle from the sales lot
12.28 152xx Hwy 65 NE—business; work vehicle 
stolen from the lot, caught on surveillance

Burglaries
12.30 40xx Constance Blvd NE—no forced entry; 
jewelry stolen

Arrests
12.11 25xx 134th Lane NE—Warrant Arrest; a deputy 
was looking for a male with a warrant. Blaine PD was 
also there investigating a separate incident. The male 
was located and arrested.
12.16 176xx Central Ave NE—Assist Other Agency; 
Lino Lakes PD was looking for a male involved in a 
domestic assault. A Ham Lake deputy located the 
suspect. He was arrested. 

At its December 15th, 2025 meeting, the City 
Council took the following actions:
Approved items on the Consent Agenda included:
-  Ordinance No. 25-17 rezoning Elwell Farms
-  Extending the contract with Wruck Sewer and Por-

table Rentals for three more years (2026-2028) to 
provide and service various parks within the City of 
Ham Lake

-  Reappointment of Kyle Lejonvarn to the Planning 
Commission with the term of March 15, 2026 to 
March 15, 2029

-  Accepting the resignation of David Ross from the 
Planning Commission effective March 15, 2026 and 
advertising the open position in The Ham Laker

-  Hiring part-time Warming House Attendants
-  2026 bituminous overlay project plan and specifi-

cations and authorization to advertise for bids
-  2026 Business License Renewals
-  Resolution No. 25-49 scheduling a public hearing 

to vacate the right-of-entry and drainage and utility 
easements lying over, under, and across Outlot A 
located in Red Fox Hollow Second Addition

• Adopted Resolution No. 25-48 approving the vaca-
tion of the drainage and utility easements lying 
over, under, and across Outlot A, Harmony Estates 
2nd Addition.

• Approved the request of Richard Petersen of Cool 
Air Mechanical, Inc., located at 1544 134th Avenue 
NE, for Commercial Site Plan approval for a .42-
acre parking lot expansion, subject to requirements.

• Approved the request of Darren Lazan of Landform 
Professional Services, LLC, on behalf of Jason Os-
berg, JD Ham Lake Holdings, LLC, requesting Fi-
nal Plat approval for Kohler Farms, subject to all re-
quirements.

• Approved the request of Joseph Radach of Contour 
Development LLC, requesting Final Plat approval, 
for Elwell Farms 2nd Addition (7 Single Family 
Residential lots and 1 recreational lot), subject to 
requirements.

At its January 5th, 2026 meeting, the City 
Council took the following actions:
Approved items on the Consent Agenda included:
-  Designation of appointment of representative and 

alternate to the Solid Waste Abatement Advisory 
Team (Nicole Wheeler and alternate Maria Rainbolt)

-  Designation of the official newspaper
-  Changes to the Ham Lake Fire Relief Association 

Bylaws, Appendix C for a pension increase from 
$6,400 to $7,400 per year of service, effective Jan-
uary 1, 2026

-  Officer appointments for Captains at Fire Station 3
-  Appointing a Fire Investigator and Fire Prevention 

Officer
-  Ordinance No. 26-01 rezoning Elwell Commercial 

Park
-  Designation of official depositories: 21st Century 

Bank, Falcon National Bank, RBC Capital Markets, 
PMA Financial Network/PMA Securities, Inc., and 
Mortenson Capital Markets, LLC

-  Resolution No. 26-03 scheduling a public hearing 
to vacate temporary right-of-way’s and drainage 
and utility easements within Enchanted Estates 
and Hamlet Estates and drainage and utility ease-
ments in Section 13

-  Accepting the Swedish Chapel Estates project and 
commencing the one-year warranty period

- Accepting Road Committee recommendations for a 
feasibility study for the reconstruction of East Lake 
Netta Drive NE, and the MSA designation of 
Swedish Drive NE and adoption of Resolution No 
26-04

• Adopted Resolution No. 26-01 approving the vaca-
tion of the drainage and utility easements on Lot 3 
and 4, Block 2, Stone Estates in Section 32.

• Adopted Resolution No. 26-02 approving the vaca-
tion of the right-of-entry and drainage and utility 
easements lying over, under, and across Outlot A 
located in Red Fox Hollow Second Addition.

• Approved the 2026 appointments of Mayor and 
Councilmembers to various positions and commit-
tees within the city and county.Visit the City’s website (www.hamlakemn.gov) to 

view Council and Planning meeting videos on de-
mand and complete agenda minutes of City Council 

and Planning Commission meetings 

12.20 Hwy 65/181st Ave NE—DWI 3rd degree; a 
deputy stopped a driver for speeding 108/65. He 
failed field sobriety tests and was arrested. 
12.20 176xx Central Ave NE—Trespassing; two males 
were at the bar causing problems and refusing to 
leave. A deputy arrived and the men were combative 
and refused to identify themselves. Both men were 
arrested.
12.21 Xylite/174 Ave NE – DWI 3rd degree; a vehicle 
was in the ditch. The driver smelled like alcohol and 
an uncooperative female walked away from the 
scene. He failed field sobriety tests and was arrested. 
Charges were elevated due to a prior DWI.
12.23 139 Ave/Hwy 65 NE – Drugs; a deputy was 
called to a suspicious vehicle. The deputy made con-
tact with a male who was spray painting the vehicle. 
A K9 was called; meth, a meth pipe and parapherna-
lia were located. He also did not have a driver’s li-
cense and was arrested.
12.27 Crosstown/Durant St NE—DWI 3rd degree; 
Open beer bottles were located in driver’s vehicle. 
Field sobriety tests were failed and he was arrested. 
12.30 142XX Central Ave NE—Shoplifting; a deputy  
located the shoplifters in a vehicle and stopped it. 
Items taken from the store were found in the vehicle 
in addition to other suspected stolen items. A male 
and female were arrested. While searching the fe-
male, a large amount of meth was found on her. The 
drug task force was notified.

December Building Permits
The City of Ham Lake issued 84 permits in December 
2025 with a valuation of $227,505.00. 
The issued permits are as follows: one commercial 
roofing, three residential remodel, two residential 
basement finish, one residential deck, two residential 
accessory building (secondary), one residential addi-
tion, one residential demolition, two residential solar 
panels, two residential manufactured homes, two 
residential miscellaneous and two roofing/siding, 
one townhome remodel. 
Other permits include 42 mechanical, 21 plumbing, 
and 2 septic permits.

Fire Department Calls
The Ham Lake Fire Department responded to 29 
calls during the month of December: 20 during the 
day and 9 at night. 
The department spent 357 personal hours respond-
ing to calls for the month. Year-to-date, the depart-
ment has answered 357 total calls, compared with 
397 calls at the same time last year.

Prune in the Winter
Winter is the best time to prune your trees for the fol-
lowing reasons:
• The absence of leaves makes crossing branches and 

weak spots easy to see.
• The risk of spreading disease via pruning cuts is 

minimized. Insects that carry oak wilt from infected 
trees to fresh pruning cuts during the spring and 
summer are not present during the winter.

• Equipment can be moved closer to trees on frozen 
ground when lawn damage is not a great concern.

• Growth is increased since the energy stored in 
fewer roots and branches is channeled to fewer 
points the following spring.



Senior Center Events

Open Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 3:30 pm
15544 Central Ave NE in Ham Lake

763-434-0455
(Located in the lower west parking lot of City Hall)
Senior Dining on Mondays and Wednesdays each 
week at noon. Reservations needed! Meals are $7 
for those 55+ and $10 for those younger than 55. 
Non-members are welcome at these meals, too.
Meal Delivery on Monday/Wednesday: If you 
need meal delivery, please call and order with as 
much notice as possible. We may be able to accom-
modate same-day delivery if we have a cancellation 
and a driver.
Senior Center Activities:
•  Craft Group—10:00 am on Mondays (time change!)
• Hand-Foot-Toe Cards—1:00 pm on Mondays
•  Bingo—2nd and last Wednesdays at 12:45 pm fol-

lowing lunch
•  Jam Sessions—2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00 

pm and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 1:00 pm 
following lunch (open to the public)

•  Wii Bowling—9:30 am Wednesdays
•  Wood Carvers—10:00 am Wednesdays
•  Dominoes—10:00 am Thursdays
•  500 Cards—12:30 pm Thursdays

Watch for upcoming trips to the Casino (open to 
members only), health insurance counseling, sched-
uled shopping trips for those who need transporta-
tion, and a birthday lunch on the last Wednesday of 
each month.
Call the Senior Center for dates, times and details 
of these and other special events.
DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSES are  held by 
MHSRC (Minnesota Highway Safety Research Cen-
ter) for those 55 and older. Registration is required. 
Call 1-320-308-1400 for information  and to register, 
or go online to: 
www.stcloudstate.edu/precisiondrivingcenter/
55-plus
4-Hour Initial or Refresher Course for 2026 
($24 fee):
• Tuesday, March 31 • 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
• Friday, June 5 • 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
• Friday, August 21 • 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
• Friday, October 16 • 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
• Friday, November 13 • 11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Did you know? If you are 55 years or older, state 
law requires your insurance company to give you a 
10% discount after taking a 4-hour initial or refresher 
course every three years. 

NOTE: The Ham Lake Senior Center is NOT available for rent!

Organics Recycling is Year-Round
We create food scraps year-round, so composting doesn’t stop in 
the winter. Keep diverting those food scraps to your home compost-
ing or sign up with the City’s drop-off program.
There is no cost to participate. For information and to sign up, go to 
City Hall to complete a registration form and pick up your free 
starter kit. Contact the recycling coordinator with any questions at 
763-434-9555.

Landscape & Garden Fair
The Anoka County Master Gardeners are thrilled to 
announce their 20th Annual Home Landscape and 
Garden Fair. 
Come celebrate this milestone with us as we host 
renowned naturalist, wildlife photographer, and au-
thor Stan Tekiela as the keynote speaker. Many other 
speakers will present throughout the day as well.
20th Annual Home Landscape and Garden Fair
Hosted by Anoka County Master Gardeners
Saturday, March 28
Bunker Hills Activities Center, 550 Bunker Lake Blvd 
NW, Andover, MN 55304
Complete details on speakers, schedule, registration, 
fees and ticket information will be available on the 
organizations’ website: anokamastergardeners.org.

Obey Our Winter Snow and 
Parking Rules
Respect your neighbors by following the City’s policy 
on parking and on where to deposit snow and ice.  
Minnesota law makes it illegal for property owners to 
deposit snow or ice upon any street or highway. This 
includes the 15-foot right-of-way back from the curb.  
Therefore, it is illegal to plow snow from your drive-
way and move it across the street onto the right-of-
way of the property across from you.
Remember, from October 1st through April 30th, NO 
PARKING is allowed on Ham Lake streets between 
the hours of midnight and 6:00 am.
In addition, no parking is allowed in the daytime 
hours during or after a two-inch snowstorm or until 
the streets are plowed afterwards.

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide
Assistance Program 2026 
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide will be providing income 
tax services starting in February. 
The Tax-Aide program uses the talents of IRS certi-
fied volunteers to complete free tax returns for mem-
bers of our community who are on a low-income and 
are at least 50 years old. 
All tax returns will be completed the same day fol-
lowing safety protocols set forth by both the Ham 
Lake Senior Center and AARP Foundation Tax-Aide. 
Tax-Aide volunteers are taking appointments for the 
2025 tax season, which will run from Monday, Feb-
ruary 2nd to Wednesday, April 15th at the Ham Lake 
Senior Center. 
Appointments (required) are from 9:00 am to noon.
You will need a separate appointment for each year’s 
return you need completed.  
The appointment scheduling line will be open start-
ing January 15th. Calls before that date will not be re-
turned. Please call or text 612-615-8575 to schedule 
your appointment. If no one answers, leave a mes-
sage and your call will be returned in the order re-
ceived. 
Again, taxes will be done by appointment only. 
Prior to your appointment, there are required docu-
ments you’ll need to pick up at the Ham Lake Senior 
Center. Please fill out the forms and collect all your 
tax documents (take them out of the envelope and 
put in number order), including your prior year’s tax 
return. Bring all of it to your appointment. Please ar-
rive on time (or 15 minutes early). Ham Lake Fire Department’s Carbon Monoxide Safety

Carbon monoxide (CO) is an invisible, odorless gas that is produced when burning any fuel, such as gasoline, 
propane, natural gas, oil, wood and charcoal. CO is a silent killer, causing illness by decreasing the amount of 
oxygen present in a person’s body.
Young children are especially vulnerable to the effects of CO and may show symptoms sooner than a healthy 
adult. Because of their smaller bodies, children process CO differently than adults and may be more severely 
affected by it.

Physical Signs of Exposure
Mild Exposure  Medium Exposure  Severe Exposure
Slight headache   Drowsiness   Convulsions
Vomiting   Confusion   Unconsciousness
Nausea    Severe headache  Cardia/respiratory arrest
Fatigue    Rapid heart rate   Death
Blurred vision
Flu-like symptoms that
disappear when the person
breathes fresh air
Co poisoning can often be mistaken for other illnesses, such as flu. Often, more than one person in the house-
hold will suffer symptoms at the same time.

Protect Yourself
• Install a CO alarm outside every sleeping area.
• Place CO alarms at least 15 feet away from fuel-burning appliances to reduce the number of nuisance alarms.
• Test alarms every month and replace them every five years.
• Have all gas, oil or coal burning appliances inspected by a technician every year to ensure they are working 

correctly and are properly ventilated.
• Never leave a vehicle or other combustion engine running inside a garage, even if the garage door is open.

If Your CO Alarm Goes Off
• Investigate to make sure it is your CO detector and not your smoke detector. Check to see if any member of 

the household is experiencing symptoms of poisoning.
• If they are, get everyone out of the house as quickly as possible, then call 911 from a cell phone or a neigh-

bor’s home.
• If no one is feeling symptoms, ventilate the home with fresh air and turn off potential sources of CO. Check 

appliances and other devices which could produce CO to make sure they are operating correctly.



Community Calendar

Feb 2: City Council, City Hall 6:00 pm
Feb 9: Planning Commission, City Hall 6:00 pm
Feb 11: The Ham Laker ads and articles deadline at 

noon for the March 2026 issue 
Feb 16: City Hall will be closed in observance of Pres-

idents’ Day 
Feb 17: City Council, City Hall 6:00 pm
Feb 23: Planning Commission, City Hall 6:00 pm

City Seeks Planning 
Commission Member
The City of Ham Lake is seeking a citizen interested 
in serving on the Planning Commission. The Plan-
ning Commission reviews, holds hearings and makes 
recommendations to the City Council on matters re-
lating to growth and development in the City and 
conformance to City ordinances.
The Planning Commission meets at City Hall at 6:00 
pm on the second and fourth Mondays of each 
month.
You must be a resident of Ham Lake to apply. If you 
are interested in serving on the Planning Commis-
sion, please submit a written statement to Dawnette 
Shimek and mail it to: City of Ham Lake, 15544 Cen-
tral Ave NE, Ham Lake, MN  55304. You can also 
email it to dshimek@hamlakemn.gov.
Please submit statements no later than March 2nd, 
by 4:30 pm.

Now Enrolling Pre-K-8
Foundations Christian Academy 
Foundations Christian Academy in Ham Lake is now 
enrolling Pre-Kindergarten through 8th grade for the 
2026-27 school year.
Foundations offers an affordable Christian education 
while partnering with parents to build Christian 
character and encourage academic excellence.
Contact them today to set up a tour: 651-783-2217 or 
admissions@learnatfoundations.org.

Minnesota Homeowners and Renters May be Eligible for 
Property Tax Refunds
Homeowners
Homeowners may qualify for the Regular Property 
Tax Refund and/or the Special Property Tax Refund.  
Homeowners Regular Property Tax Refund is 
based on income and property taxes. The basic qual-
ifications for the Regular Property Tax Refund are as 
follow: 
• 2025 total household income limit will be deter-

mined in early January 2026 (the previous year it 
was $139,320)

• Must be a Minnesota resident or part-year resident
• Must have owned and occupied your home on Jan-

uary 2nd, 2026
• Your property must be classified as your homestead
• You must have no delinquent property taxes on 

your homestead
Homeowners Special Property Tax Refund
may be available if the net property taxes of your 
homestead property increased by more than 12% 
from 2025 to 2026.
Basic qualifications for the Special Property Tax Re-
fund are as follows:
• No income limit
• Must have owned and occupied your home on Jan-

uary 2, 2025 and January 2, 2026
• The increase was at least $100
• The increase was not because of improvements you 

made to the property
Use the 2026 Property Tax Statement you receive 
from your county in March or April (mid-July for 
mobile home owners). Do not use the Notice of Pro-
posed Taxes received in late 2025.

The 2025 Homeowner Property Tax Refund return 
should be electronically filed, postmarked, or 
dropped off by August 15, 2026. Ask your tax profes-
sional for more information or go online to the Dept 
of Revenue website: 
www.revenue.state.mn.us/property-tax-refund

Renters
Basic qualifications for the Renters Refund are as 
follows:
• 2025 total household income limit will be deter-

mined in early January 2026 (the previous year it 
was $75,390)

• Must have a valid Social Security Number or Indi-
vidual Taxpayer Identification Number

• Cannot be claimed as a dependent on someone 
else’s tax return

• Must have lived in a building where either:
- Property taxes were payable in 2025, or
- Payments in lieu of property taxes (such as spe-

cial assessments) were payable in 2025
You will need the Certificate of Rent Paid (CRP) pro-
vided by the property owner or managing agent.
Important Note: Starting with 2024 taxes, renters 
claim the Renter's Credit as part of the Minnesota In-
dividual Income Tax return (Form M1). You will no 
longer file a Renter's Property Tax Refund return 
(Form M1PR). The Renter's Credit is a refundable 
credit on an income tax return. It will be part of the 
amount owed or refunded.
Information source for this article: 
www.revenue.state.mn.us/property-tax-refund 
You will find additional information and forms on 
that site, or check with your tax professional.

Recycling Event • March 7  
Residents may drop off recyclable items at Recycle 
Technologies (10040 Davenport Street NE in Blaine) 
on Saturday, March 7th from 9:00 am to noon. Recy-
cle two items at no charge with the coupon below.    
For a list of accepted items go to recycletechnologies.
com/minnesota-recycling
(NOTE: Furniture and carpet/carpet pad will NOT 
be accepted at this event.)
To improve traffic flow, use the entrance on 99th 
Lane NE (from Hwy 65, turn east onto 99th Ave N).  
Contact Recycle Technologies at 763-559-5130 or the 
City of Ham Lake Recycling Coordinator at 763-434-
9555 if you have questions prior to the event.   
Funded by the Anoka County Board of Commission-
ers and State SCORE funds (Select Committee on 
Recycling and the Environment).

Glen Cary Lutheran 
Church Community Dinner
On the menu for February at Glen Cary’s Community 
Dinner is beef stroganoff, rolls, lettuce salad and 
dessert.
The Community Dinner will be Friday, February 
20th at 6:00 pm at 15531 Central Ave NE in Ham 
Lake. The event is free and open to everyone. Come 
meet your neighbors and community!
Call 763-434-6595 with any questions.


