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Rules for Discharging Firearms in Ham Lake

It’s Time to Shake Your Mailbox Again 
amount of clearance is needed to keep the plow’s 
wing from hitting the mailbox. Any plastic newspa-
per tubes must be above 41 inches as well.
The mailbox’s post should be securely in the ground.  
If it is wobbly, the base may be rotten.  If mailboxes 
are not installed with the clearance mentioned above, 
the responsibility for repairing the damage lies with 
the homeowner, not the City of Ham Lake Public 
Works Department.  
The Public Works Department assumes liability for 
mailboxes damaged by City equipment during plow-
ing on City streets only. (Anoka County plows all 
County roads.) If it is determined that the plow made 
direct contact with a mailbox that was properly 
placed, the Public Works Department will replace it 
with a swinging or swing-away post system designed 
to minimize the risk of damage from snowplows.
Mailboxes damaged by the sheer force of ice 
and snow thrown from the plows will not be re-
placed.

3-200 Discharge of Firearms and 
Bows and Arrows
(1) Except as permitted in subsection (2) below, no 
person shall discharge a firearm upon, onto, or 
across any “Prohibited Areas” within the City of Ham 
Lake.  No person shall discharge an arrow from a bow 
upon, onto, or across any Prohibited Area within the 
City of Ham Lake.  “Prohibited Area” shall include 
the following:
a)  The outside perimeter of all platted subdivisions, 

including auditor’s plats;
b)  The outside perimeter of all areas of residential 

concentration in which lots have been created by 
metes and bounds, and which have been identified 
by the Zoning Administrator as the equivalent of 
platted areas;

c)  All schools and churches, measured from the lot 
lines of the parcel upon which the school or church 
is situated;

d)  The outside perimeter of all City or County parks;
e)  The traveled portion of any public road.

(2) Notwithstanding the foregoing, firearms and 
bows and arrows may be discharged upon, onto or 
across Prohibited Areas described in Article 3-
200(1)(a) and (b), under the following conditions:
a)  The person is the owner or lessor of, or has the 

written or verbal permission of the landowner who 
owns the land upon which the firearm or bow and 
arrow is discharged, the land upon which the pro-
jectile comes to rest, or the land over which the 
projectile passes; and

b)  The discharge of the firearm does not occur 
within 500 feet of any residential dwelling, unless 
the written or verbal permission referred to in 
item 2(a) above specifically permits discharge 
within 500 feet of the dwelling.

(3) In areas which are not Prohibited Areas, persons 
may discharge firearms or bows and arrows, but only 
under the same conditions as are listed in Article 3-
200(2)(a) and (b).
(4) The provisions of paragraphs (1), (2) and (3) of 
this section do not apply to the discharge of firearm 
by law enforcement officers while performing their 
duties.
(5) The term “firearm” as used in this section in-
cludes pistols, rifles, revolvers, and shotguns.
(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections 1 
through 6, inclusive, of Article 3-200, it shall be un-
lawful for any person to discharge a firearm for the 
purpose of target practice, including the terms clay 
pigeon shooting, skeet shooting, trap shooting, gun-
sighting or other recreational shooting not aimed at 
actual game, except under the following conditions:
a)  The activity is carried out on premises which 

have a conditional use permit for the activity; or
b)  The activity is carried out on premises and under 

conditions which meet the criteria outlined in Ar-
ticle 3-200 (2) of this Code, and

i)  The activity is limited to no more than two ses-
sions every seven days; and

ii)  The activity takes place between the hours of 
10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., and

iii)  The activity introduces no lead shot onto any 
wetland which has been so designated by the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.

The discharge of firearms within any land area inside 
a Shore Impact Zone, or upon or over the surface of 
any water within the normal high water mark of Ham 
Lake, Coon Lake, Lake Netta or Little Coon Lake is 
prohibited.  

Reminder: Fire 
Department Open House
Sunday, October 5
The City of Ham Lake Fire Department’s Annual 
Open House is located at Fire Station #3 (4244 149th 
Avenue NE) from 11:00 am to 
2:00 pm.
There will be family fun for all 
ages, including fun activities 
and free food. 
We’ll see you there!

Anoka County Fix-It Clinic
October 4, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm
Have broken stuff lying around? Don't trash it, fix it!
Come to the Anoka County Fix-it Clinic on Saturday, 
October 4th from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm to meet with 
an expert fixer to repair your favorite item(s). Get 
help repairing lamps, coffee makers, clothing, vacu-
ums and much more. (Please no dehumidifiers!)
Our Fix It Clinics can help you by...
• Saving you money
• Preserving old items of value to you
• Reducing waste in our community
This first-come, first-served event is for residents 
who need their own items fixed—they’re not in-
tended for businesses. Please bring any replacement 
parts you have available with you. In an effort to as-
sist as many people as possible, the volunteers will 
try to repair one item first, and then any additional 
items as time allows.
Location: Anoka Ramsey Community College (11200 
Mississippi River Blvd NW in Coon Rapids) in the 
Legacy Room—North Parking Lot, Door 1.

Recycle Your Pumpkins
You can recycle your pumpkins and Jack-O-Lanterns 
with your organics. Remove any decorations and 
candles prior to disposal.

It’s time to give your mailbox a shake! If your mail-
box moves when shaken, it could be knocked over by 
snow thrown off the road by a passing snowplow. 
Mailboxes can be especially vulnerable to damage 
from snow removal operations. Take time to tighten 
screws and secure mailboxes now to help prevent 
damage later.
To be properly placed, a mailbox should be installed 
so its bottom edge is 41-45 inches above the street 
level with the post 36 inches back from the curb. That 
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Thefts & Damage to Property
08.08 12xx Crosstown Blvd NE—theft of mail from 
an unsecured box; checks altered
08.10 Naples/155th Ave NE—illegal dumping on pri-
vate property; couch and misc items
08.11 136xx Hwy 65 NE—theft of tools from an unse-
cured vehicle
08.11 152xx Quamba St NE—theft of windows from a 
job site
08.13 154xx Hwy 65 NE—vandalism; oil poured over 
the exterior of a vehicle
09.02 13xx 143rd Ave NE—lock cut on shed storing 
items for the worksite; copper stolen

Burglaries
08.18 161xx Cord St NE—construction site; lock cut 
open, multiple tools stolen

Arrests
08.09 15xx 145th Lane NE—DWI; a vehicle hit a 
parked car. The male driver did not speak English, so 
an interrupter was used. The male said his steering 
wheel malfunctioned. Field sobriety tests were failed 
and a warrant for blood was obtained.
08.12 Constance/Quamba St NE—DWI 4th degree; 
driver was speeding 96/50. The driver did not speak 
English and a translator was used. The driver said he 
was afraid to slow down because the car might quit. 
He failed field sobriety tests and was arrested.
08.12 162xx Central Ave NE—Warrant Arrest, 
Shoplifting; the suspect was identified. She had two 
warrants out of Meeker County and one out of Hen-
nepin. She was arrested.
08.16 30xx 144th Ave NE—Disorderly House; 
deputies responded to an underage drinking party 
where fights were breaking out. All juvenile’s parents 
were contacted and two were cited with disorderly 
conduct. The homeowner appeared impaired and 
was uncooperative. She was issued a disorderly 

At its August 18, 2025 meeting the City Coun-
cil took the following actions:
Approved items on the Consent Agenda included:
-  Proclamation proclaiming September 17-23 as 

Constitution Week 
-  Resolution No. 25-26 supporting the Anoka County 

Submittal of a FY27-28 Transportation Economic 
Development (TED) Program and the Transporta-
tion Economic Development Infrastructure (TEDI) 
Program Funding Application for the Trunk High-
way 65 and CSAH 116 (Bunker Lake Boulevard) Im-
provement Project

-  Resolution No. 25-27 supporting the Anoka County 
Submittal of a FY29-30 Minnesota Highway 
Freight Program (MNHFP) Funding application for 
the Trunk Highway 65 and CSAH 116 (Bunker Lake 
Boulevard) Improvement Project

-  Resolution No. 25-28 ordering the preparation of 
the assessment roll and scheduling a Public Hear-
ing for Street Light Assessments for 2026

-  Resolution No. 25-29 scheduling a Public Hearing 
for Uncollected Fees

-  Resolution No. 25-30 accepting the low bid for the 
construction of 143rd Avenue NE from Trunk High-
way 65 to 108 feet West of Lincoln Street NE

• Approved the Certificate of Occupancy for Nishan 
Auction and Sales LLC as presented by Marta 
Nandlall, to operate a used car dealership at 15035 
Aberdeen Street NE, subject to requirements.

• Approved the request of John Markquart of Mark-
quart Ham Lake, LLC, for the Commercial Site Plan 
to reconstruct and expand the hard surface parking 
area at 14525 Highway 65 NE, subject to require-
ments.

At its September 2, 2025 meeting the City 
Council took the following actions:
Approved items on the Consent Agenda included:
-  Scheduling the Truth-In-Taxation meeting allow-

ing public input for December 1, 2025 at 6:01 p.m. 
to consider the 2026 Budget and Property Tax Levy

-  2026 Facility Use Agreement with Soderville/
Blaine Athletic Association (SBAA) 

-  Resolution No. 25-31 for the State of Minnesota 
Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Ham Lake 
on Behalf of the City Attorney

-  Purchasing security cameras for City Hall and Re-
cycling Center

• Approved amendments to the Conditional Use Per-
mit to revise hours of operation for North Country 
RV at 14525 Highway 65 NE as requested by John 
Markquart of Markquart Ham Lake, LLC, and the 
revision of some of the existing terms.

• Approved the Conditional Use Permit, as requested 
by Abraham Alwan of Exotic Automotives LLC, to 
operate a service, repair and auto body shop at 
16909 Baltimore Street NE subject to requirements.

• Approved the Final Plat for Elwell Farms (50 Single 
Family Residential lots and 8 outlots) in Section 36 
as requested by Joseph Radach of Contour Devel-
opment subject to requirements.

• Adopted Resolution 25-34 approving the 2026 pro-
posed budget and the 2025 levy for payable 2026.

Visit the City’s website (www.hamlakemn.gov) to 
view Council and Planning meeting videos on de-

mand and complete agenda minutes of City Council 
and Planning Commission meetings 

house citation.
08.17 Hwy 65/153rd Ave NE—DWI, Underage 
Drinking and Driving; driver stopped for poor driv-
ing conduct. She appeared impaired, failed field so-
briety test and was arrested. She was a juvenile.
08.21 21xx 176th Ave NE—Domestic; deputies re-
sponded to a physical altercation between brothers. 
One brother was arrested.
08.22 176xx Central Ave NE—DWI 3rd degree; a 
male inside his running vehicle passed out. There 
were multiple open bottles of alcohol in plain sight. 
The male driver failed field sobriety tests and kept 
saying the test was invalid. He was arrested. 
08.27 14xx Constance Blvd NE—Warrant Arrest; 
Blaine police put out an attempt to locate on a stolen 
vehicle. A deputy located the vehicle and stopped it. 
The male was identified and he had a warrant. He 
was arrested.
09.02 14xx Constance Blvd NE—Warrant Arrest; a 
deputy was responding to a vehicle parking in a no 
parking zone in front of the trash cans at a business. 
A male was located in the vehicle and asked to move 
along. When the man was identified, his license was 
revoked and he had a warrant. He was arrested.

August Building Permits
The City of Ham Lake issued 115 permits in August 
with a valuation of $1,183,389. 
The issued permits are as follows: three commercial 
remodel, one commercial siding, one commercial 
roofing, one residential new construction, three resi-
dential remodel, one residential addition, three resi-
dential deck, one residential basement finish, one 
residential garage, six residential accessory building 
(secondary), one residential pool, two residential 
miscellaneous and 28 roofing/siding. Other permits 
include 40 mechanical, 10 plumbing, and 13 septic 
permits.

Fire Department Calls
The Ham Lake Fire Department responded to 34 
calls during the month of August: 20 during the day 
and 14 at night. The department spent 296 personal 
hours responding to calls for the month. 
Year-to-date, the department has answered 253 total 
calls, compared with 270 calls at the same time last 
year.

Tree Trimming
Boulevard trees are trees that are located in the City’s 
right-of way. These are generally trimmed during the 
fall, winter and spring months as weather permits. 
The primary objective is to remove low-hanging 
branches, broken branches and sightline obstruc-
tions that either are or could be a problem in the fu-
ture. Tree removal is assigned through the Public 
Works Department.

Winter Parking Rules
Remember, from October 1st through April 30th, no 
parking is allowed on Ham Lake streets between the 
hours of midnight and 6:00 am. In addition, no park-
ing is allowed in the daytime hours during or after a 
two-inch snowstorm or until the streets are plowed 
afterward.

Glen Cary Community 
Dinner
On the menu for October at Glen Cary Lutheran 
Church’s Community Dinner is scalloped potatoes 
with ham, salad and assorted desserts.
The Community Dinner will be Friday, October 17th 
at 6:00 pm at 15531 Central Ave NE in Ham Lake. 
The event is free and open to everyone. Come meet 
your neighbors and community!



Happenings at the Senior Center
Open Monday-Thursday 8:00 am - 3:30 pm

15544 Central Ave NE in Ham Lake
763-434-0455

(Located in the lower west parking lot of City Hall)
Senior Dining on Mondays and Wednesdays each 
week at noon. Reservations needed! Meals are $7 
for those 55+ and $10 for those younger than 55. 
Non-members are welcome at these meals, too.
NEW: Meal Delivery on Monday and/or Wed-
nesday: If you need meal delivery, please call and 
order with as much notice as possible. We may be 
able to accommodate same-day delivery if we have a 
cancellation and a driver.
Senior Center Activities:
•  Craft Group—10:00 am on Mondays (time change!)
• Hand-Foot-Toe Cards—1:00 pm on Mondays
•  Bingo—2nd and last Wednesdays at 12:45 pm fol-

lowing lunch
•  Jam Sessions—2nd Thursday of the month at 7:00 

pm and 3rd Wednesday of the month at 1:00 pm 
following lunch (open to the public)

•  Wii Bowling—9:30 am Wednesdays
•  Wood Carvers—10:00 am Wednesdays
•  Dominoes—10:00 am Thursdays
•  500 Cards—12:30 pm Thursdays

Watch for upcoming trips to the Casino (open to 
members only), health insurance counseling, sched-
uled shopping trips for those who need transporta-
tion, and a birthday lunch on the last Wednesday of 
each month.
Call the Senior Center for dates, times and details 
of these and other special events.
DEFENSIVE DRIVING COURSES are  held by 
MHSRC (Minnesota Highway Safety Research Cen-
ter) for those 55 and older. Registration is required. 
Call 1-888-234-1294 for information  and to register. 
Or go to: www.stcloudstate.edu/continuingstudies/
mhsrc/55-plus
4-Hour Initial or Refresher Course for 2025 
($24 fee):
• Friday, October 24 • 11:00 am - 3:00 pm

Did you know? If you are 55 years or older, state 
law requires your insurance company to give you a 
10% discount after taking a 4-hour initial or refresher 
course every three years. The 8-hour initial course is 
no longer required.

NOTE: The Ham Lake Senior Center is 
NOT available for rent!

Fire Prevention Week
October 5-11
LOOK for places a fire could start. Take a good look 
around your home. Identify potential fire hazards 
and take care of them. 
Cooking is the leading cause of home fires and home 
fire injuries. Stay in the kitchen when you are frying, 
boiling or grilling food.
Heating equipment is one of the leading causes of 
home fires during the winter months. Space heaters 
are most often involved. Heaters need space. Clear at 
least three feet around heating equipment and keep 
children out of this area. Use only portable space 
heaters listed by a qualified testing laboratory.

LISTEN for the sound of the smoke alarm. Larger 
homes, open layouts and new construction materials 
mean fires burn faster. Years ago, you had about 17 
minutes to get out of the house once it caught fire. 
Today you have just three or four minutes to escape. 
LEARN two ways out of every room and make sure 
all doors and windows leading outside open easily 
and are free of clutter.

Advanced Planning 
Seminar with Free Lunch
Ham Lake Senior Center • Oct 16
You’re invited to a 90-minute program by a panel of 
knowledgeable professionals exploring some very 
important topics.
Statistics show that most people don’t plan for the 
major things that happen as we get older: powers of 
attorney, wills, healthcare decisions, long-term care, 
funeral and cremation directives, and other issues. 
Most of these are simple and affordable to take care 
of ahead of time. Don’t put them off! Attend this 
event at the Ham Lake Senior Center on Thursday, 
October 16th at 11:30 am (non-members welcome!).
A lunch of wild rice hot dish, salad, rolls and dessert 
will be served at the event. Each attendant will re-
ceive a folder of take-home information and can re-
quest a free funeral planning guide. 

October 22, 2025 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Church of Saint Timothy
707 89th AVE. NE

Blaine, MN 55434
 

COMMUNITY
CONNECT EVENT

 

Sponsored by: Anoka County Human Services and ACCAP

Come as you are; everyone is welcome!

Connecting you to community and county resources!

Housing 101
presentation

at 10:30 A.M.

Join us for Lunch, Haircuts and...
Housing Resources
Coat Giveaway
Community Supports
Food Resources

Mental Health Resources
Health Screenings 
Legal & Advocacy Services
and Much More!

:   
Sharing our 

community  resources 
Presentation at 12 p.m.

hMica

Cedar United Methodist 
Trunk or Treat
Everyone is invited to Cedar United Methodist 
Church for their annual Trunk or Treat event. There 
will be games, a cake walk, s’mores around the camp-
fire, delicious soups and decorated cars.
Where: 17541 Jefferson St. NE in Ham Lake 
When: Saturday, October 25th from 3:30-5:30 pm  

Eagle Brook Trunk or Treat
Mark your calendar for Saturday, October 25th at 
4:00 pm. You’re invited to Eagle Brook Church in 
Ham Lake for a church service the whole family will 
enjoy with incredible kids programming happening 
at the same time. 
After the 4:00 pm service, stick around for our Trunk 
or Treat event in the parking lot—complete with fam-
ily-friendly themed trunks, plenty of candy, a food 
truck, cozy fire pits and hot cocoa. Kids can even 
come to church in their costumes.
It’s the perfect way to celebrate fall, connect with 
friends and neighbors, and make some great memo-
ries together. All are welcome!



Community Calendar

Oct 6: City Council, City Hall 6:00 pm
Oct 8: The Ham Laker ads and articles deadline at 

noon for the November issue
Oct 13: Planning Commission, City Hall 6:00 pm  
Oct 20: City Council, City Hall 6:00 pm
Oct 27: Planning Commission, City Hall 6:00 pm
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10% off for Ham Lakers

5th Annual Ham Lake Brewfest • Saturday, October 4
Join your fellow Ham Lakers at Ham Lake Lanes on 
Saturday, October 4th from 3:00-7:00 pm for our 5th 
annual Brewfest.
Tickets are $30 in advance or $40 at the gate; $10 
sober driver ticket. General admission includes the 
program, sample cup, unlimited samples, yard 
games and live music. 
Tickets are limited so don’t wait! Buy them online at: 
www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-ham-lake-brewfest-
tickets-1485070288209
• Breweries will provide samples (unlimited until 

they run out) until 7:00 pm
• Food trucks will be onsite during the event and 

food will be available inside the Lanes
• Live music by local artist MoeDeLL
• Yard games on the lawn during the event (“Axe” 

Throwing, Yard Pong, Bags, Ring Toss, Giant 
Connect 4 and Hammershlagen, provided by the 
Ham Lake Lions Club)

• Karaoke inside the Lanes starting at 9:00 pm
• Cash bar available throughout the event for 

additional drinking options
Sober Ticket includes entrance to Brewfest, games, 
snack and bands. No alcoholic beverages may be 
sampled.
This is an adult-focused event. Everyone must 
present a valid ID for admission. Only those over 21 
will be allowed to sample the brews. A Sober Ticket is 

required for anyone under 21 who will attend within 
the event gates and patio area. Tickets are non-re-
fundable.
Questions? Email aimee@hamlakecc.org or call 763-
434-3011.

Square Dance Lessons
Join the Fun! You’re invited to “Modern Square 
Dance Lessons” hosted by Hotfoot Stompers of Coon 
Rapids starting Monday, October 6th.
No experience? No problem!  Enjoy fun, laughter, 
friendship, exercise and great music while learning 
Modern Square Dancing. Perfect for all ages. Singles, 
couples and families are all welcome.
Email info@hotfootstompers.org to get started. For 
more information go to www.hotfootstompers.org
or follow on Facebook at HotfootStompers.

Hole-in-One Club
The following golfer got a Hole-in-One at Majestic 
Oaks Golf Club recently:
• Jordan Dam, Ham Lake: 176 yards on Signature 

Course #12 with a 7-Iron
• Tim Taveggia, Ham Lake: 125 yards on Crossroads 

Course #8 with a 5-Wood

Halloween Recycling Tips
Whether you’re throwing a costume party or taking 
your kids trick-or-treating, these simple guidelines 
will make this year’s Halloween eco-friendly!
What to Compost
Any food from your party or your kids’ activities can 
be composted: pumpkins, leftover party food and un-
wrapped candy.
What to Recycle
If you host a Halloween or costume party, have sepa-
rate labeled containers for recycling and food along-
side your trash bags for regular garbage.
You can recycle plastic bottles (keep the lid on), pop 
cans, plastic cups, clean paper plates and cardboard. 
Please make sure all the recyclables are free of food 
and liquid.
Candy wrappers may feel like plastic, but they aren’t 
recyclable. Any materials smaller than a credit card 
cannot be recycled either. Add these to your standard 
waste container.

What to Throw (or Give) Away
Halloween toys, decorations, makeup, fabric cos-
tumes, latex masks and candy wrappers all need to be 
thrown into your regular garbage. 
If the costumers are still in good shape, consider do-
nating them to a local thrift store or use as a dress-up 
costume for kids.
Tips provided by RecyclingSimplified and Republic 
Services. Visit RecyclingSimplified.com for more 
tips on what is and isn’t recyclable.

Ham Lake Chamber 
Resources for Businesses
The Ham Lake Area Chamber of Commerce has 
many articles on its website that are valuable to local 
businesses. Topics include:
• New Business Basics like choosing a business 

name, legal issues and tax considerations.
• Financial Resources like budgeting, accounting, 

cash flow, taxes and funding sources.
• Operational Resources like staffing, business 

insurances, succession planning and technology.
• Marketing and Making Connections topics like 

branding, social media, networking and websites.
• Workplace Wellness topics like setting boundaries, 

scheduling time well and county sources of help.
See www.hamlakeareacc.org for articles and links. 
All local businesses and non-profits are welcome to 
join this friendly, active Chamber!


