ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF’'S OFFICE
SHERIFF BRAD WISE

FrRIDAY UPDATE: 01.30.26

Scams

01.27 The victim said he was contacted earlier in the week on Facebook by "Sylvie Hunter" from
Dayton, KY asking for donations for children in Africa. He said the female sent pictures of kids,
seemingly in Africa, and had asked for about $5,000 in gift cards. The victim followed instructions
and went to multiple locations including Bill's Superette, Holiday Gas Station, and Walmart and
purchased a total of $4,550 worth of gift cards. He then scratched off and sent the codes from the
gift cards to the female when she told him he had been voice recorded and everything he had
promised could be used against him criminally. The victim sent the codes both yesterday and today.
This ended up being a sextortion case.

01.29 The victim watched a video on her iPad regarding an advertisement for medication to stop
dementia. She ordered the medication for $289 through a website called MemoGenesis-Cart Panda.
She stated soon after she confirmed the order, she realized the advertisement was too good to be
true and likely a scam so she tried to cancel the order. She stated she received an email minutes
later stating they don't authorize refunds, but they would be willing to give her 30% off her order
and still went about processing her order. She stated her bank sent her three emails warning her
about fraud. She contacted US Bank and disputed the transaction and stated US Bank was working
on returning her money but she canceled her credit card in the meantime. She stated she wasn't sure
if the company was in fact a scam because she received an email from the company with a tracking
number and delivery date but she no longer wanted the product. I advised her she could return the
product by sending it back to its sender knowing she may not get a refund from the company. The
deputy looked up MemoGenesis-Cart Panda and observed the company had been flagged by the
Better Business Bureau's scam tracker.

01.29 The victim stated she received multiple phone calls from 952-936-2793 and she answered on
the third attempt. The Caller ID for the number stated US Bank Branch. The man on the phone
stated that he was from the Hutchinson Branch of US Bank. The male stated that Tina Price and
Thomas Johnson made a Zelle account with her address and phone number. The male stated that
the parties requested $3,000, through Zelle, and it was flagged as fraud. The male asked if it was the
victim who made the account and she said no. The male triggered their fraud protocols and then
transferred her to the Zelle fraud department. The victim then spoke with a Fani Arius who requested
that she transfer an amount of money to her to fake a transaction to catch the scammers. The victim
stated that the transfer did not go through and she was transferred to another male. She stated that
the male then requested that she go to a Walmart and use Bar Codes to transfer the money. The
victim informed the male that she was in Texas and he directed her to go to the Walmart in Port
Isabelle, TX. At Walmart, the victim transferred money onto 2 barcodes for a total of 4 bar codes.
The first two bar codes were worth $2,000 and the second two bar codes were worth $1,496. It was
shortly after this that the victim recognized the entire phone activity as fraudulent and tried to end
the phone call. The male on the phone stated that the money from Walmart didn't go through and
that she needed to go to CVS to get cash to send. The victim ended the phone call and contacted her



Bank and they started an investigation. She attempted to stop the Walmart transactions, but was
informed that Walmart is only a means of transferring the money and that it was transferred already.
Total loss was approximately $6,992

Andover
Thefts & Damage to Property
01.27 137xx Goldenrod St NW — theft form unlocked vehicle; gun

Arrests

01.24 Hanson/140 Lane NW — DWI Refusal; a deputy stopped out with a driver because he was in a
turn-lane slumped over his steering wheel. When awaken, he appeared impaired. He stated he was
heading home, when asked where he came from, he said home. He refused to test and could not
contact his lawyer. He was arrested.

01.26143xx Bluebird St NW — No Contact Order Violation; a male came to the location and the female
had a no contact order against him. Interaction was caught on video. The male fled. A KOPS alert
was sent out to locate and arrest him.

Bethel
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week.

Columbus
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Columbus this week.

East Bethel

Arrests

01.25 228xx Waconia Cir NE — Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a physical assault between a
husband and wife. After investigating, the husband was arrested.

01.28 Hwy 65/Klondike Dr NE — Fleeing in Motor Vehicle; a deputy observed a vehicle traveling in
excess of 100 mph and attempted to stop it. The driver fled and tried to lose the deputy but the
deputy was able to keep up and eventually PIT the vehicle to stop it after chasing it for 9.3 miles.
Other deputies arrived and the suspects were taken out of the vehicle one at a time. The passenger
was requesting charges against the driver for endangering his life. The driver also did not have a
license. He was arrested.

Ham Lake

Thefts & Damage to Property

01.27 138xx Terrace Rd NE — theft from two unlocked vehicles parked in the driveway
01.27 148xx Aberdeen St NE — a stolen vehicle from St Paul was recovered at the business

Arrests
01.25 Hwy 65/167 Ave NE — Driving Offense; a deputy stopped a driver because he knew he didn't
have a driver’s license. His identity was confirmed and he was arrested.

01.25 146xx Hwy 65 NE — No Driver’s License; a deputy stopped a driver for poor driving conduct.
The driver was identified, and his license was canceled inimical to pubic safety. He was arrested.



Linwood
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Linwood this week.

Nowthen
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Nowthen this week.

Oak Grove

Arrests

01.25 Viking/Blackfoot St NW — No License, No Insurance; a deputy stopped a driver because he
knew he was revoked and did not have insurance. The driver promised to not drive and get his
business taken care of. The deputy saw him less than an hour later driving, he was stopped and
arrested.

01.27 Silverod/Viking Blvd NW — DWI 4t degree; a deputy stopped a driver for speeding 67/55.
When the deputy made contact he smelled alcohol and observed and open case of Whiteclaws in the
vehicle. The driver stated he had three beers. Field sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .12

*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts,
damage to property, identity theft etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly
respond to.

If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly.




