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FRIDAY UPDATE: 02.06.26 

 
Scams 
01.30 The victim stated she was called by a "Deputy Lewis Jones" from the Anoka County Jail in 
regard to her sister, who had been arrested for a DWI the night prior. The male stated that she had 
to pay $1500 in fees to get her sister released. The male had her speak to a "Captain Matthew 
McDonald, badge #8992" to provide payment. The victim sent $500 via Apple Cash and $1000 via 
Venmo. The victim has filed claims with Venmo and her bank. She was provided the case number for 
follow-up. An "email receipt" was sent to her from a usdistrictfdicofficial@gmail.com. 
 
02.02 The victim received a text message from whom he thought was the U.S. Bank Fraud 
Department. He was asked about a recent transaction and replied "No" as it was not authorized. He 
received a second text message indicating a representative would call him soon. A short time later, 
he received a phone call from someone identifying themselves as the fraud department. They 
confirmed his address, phone number and email address. They did not ask for his account number; 
he was under the impression they already had it based on information they were reciting. This 
morning, the victim called U.S. Bank to check the validity of this call. He was informed that the phone 
call was fraudulent and $9,137 was withdrawn from his account over 23 transactions. He is currently 
working with the bank regarding the withdrawals.  
 
02.03 The victim received a phone call from an unknown person at 0839 hours. She stated that the 
person confirmed her name and verified her address. It was regarding her husband's arrest last night 
and that she needed to open a PayPal account and deposit $1,000, or her husband would be at the 
bottom of the list to be seen in court. She became suspicious and disconnected the call. She then 
contacted a deputy and he confirmed with her that it was a scam. Her husband was in jail and the 
deputy verified he will be on the morning calendar. At 1021 hours, the victim stated she received two 
more phone calls from different people, one claiming to be 'Officer William's' badge number 7110 
with the Anoka County Sheriff's Office, bail division. The deputy advised the victim to block the phone 
number.  
 
02.03 Identity theft. The victim received a phone call from South Central College in North Mankato 
regarding a transcript request. The school received the email request from someone claiming to be 
the victim. Transcript requests typically come from other schools, not private parties. The school 
denied the request and contacted the victim to verify its validity. The school also reported that the 
sender had his date of birth and social security number. The deputy provided him with contact 
information for the three major credit bureaus and also advised him to contact the social security 
office for advice. He has not suffered a monetary loss at this time.  
 
02.03 The victim responded to a Facebook ad titled "Free puppies for seniors". She said it was 
posted by Pamela Keller in Carlton Minnesota. Pamela said she was a licensed dog breeder. The 
victim contacted Pamela and found a puppy she wanted. She was told she needed to pay $200 for 
shots and papers on the puppy. The victim paid $200 via Apple gift cards. After she paid the $200 



she was then told to pay a $500 delivery fee. At this point, the victim became suspicious and said no 
and she wanted her money back. Pamela refused to give her money back. She continued to try to 
get the victim to pay, now saying it was $150 for a crate and $350 for delivery and said she would 
give her $150 back in cash once she delivered the puppy. The victim again said no and asked for her 
money back. The victim did not receive any money back, she sent $200 in gift cards, she did not pay 
the other fees. The deputy assured the victim that this was fraud. 
 
Andover 
Thefts & Damage to Property   
02.03 17xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW – tire on a vehicle in the parking lot was slashed 
02.03 137xx Round Lake Blvd – stolen vehicle; door was open, and it was running in a parking lot 
02.04 152xx Hanson Blvd NW – theft of a wallet from an unsecured locker 
 
Arrests 
01.30 142xx Inca St NW – Recovered Stolen Vehicle; Sirius was sending information of a stolen 
vehicle out of Minneapolis in Andover at the location. Deputies observed the vehicle in the lot running 
unattended. After investigating, it was determined the suspect had fled inside an apartment. He was 
located hiding in a bathtub and arrested.  
 
01.30 7th Ave/157 Ave NW – DWI 3rd degree; a deputy was called two a two-vehicle crash. When he 
arrived, one of the drivers appeared impaired but she denied consuming any alcohol. The driver of 
the semi stated the driver was going too fast for the turn and hit him. The deputy smelled alcohol 
and asked her to take field sobriety tests. She stated she had one drink. FST were failed and she was 
arrested. .242 
 
02.03 2723 133 Lane NW – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a husband/wife domestic. The 
husband had left the scene. After investigating, both were found at fault. The husband was located 
and arrested, and due to children in the home, the wife was issued a citation. 
 
02.05 142xx Inca St NW – Weapons; a business called because there were two males sitting at the 
pumps smoking marijuana for about an hour and they wanted them gone. A deputy located the 
vehicle and approached it. He smelled marijuana. One occupant was 17, the other 18. They stated 
they were in the area selling t-shirts. Unpackaged marijuana, THC carts, and contraband was located. 
The THC value was 82%. A gun with no serial number was also located in the vehicle. After 
investigating, the passenger was arrested.  
 
Bethel 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week. 
 
Columbus 
Arrests 
02.02 152xx Zurich St NE – Trespassing; the business asked a deputy to trespass a woman who was 
acting “off.” The deputy tried to work with her, but she was not cooperating. She was arrested.  
 
02.04 152xx Hornsby St NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy was requested to check out a suspicious 
vehicle at the business. He arrived and located two males. Both were identified; one had a warrant. 
He was arrested.  
 



East Bethel 
Arrests 
01.31 243xx Hwy 65 NE – Kidnapping; deputies responded to a call of a male taking children from a 
home. After investigating, the male was arrested. The male and victims know each other.  
 
02.02 228xx Hwy 65 NE – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a physical altercation between a 
husband and wife. The husband was arrested.  
 
02.03 228xx Waconia Cir NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy learned a male was being released from 
Unity Hospital and he had a warrant from a previous domestic assault. The deputy went to the 
hospital, and he was arrested.  
 
02.04 181xx Hwy 65 NE – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a physical altercation between a 
husband and wife. After investigating, the wife was arrested.  
 
Ham Lake 
Arrests 
02.01 Bunker/Yancy St NE – DWI 1st degree; a deputy was dispatched to a vehicle in the ditch. The 
witness stated he driver appeared confused and possibly intoxicated. The deputy located him in his 
vehicle and he was revving his engine and spinning his tires. He was asked to step out. Field sobriety 
tests were conducted and failed. He blew a .000. A warrant for blood was obtained. A DRE (drug 
recognition expert) was called to the scene. The suspect was arrested. Charges were elevated due to 
a prior criminal vehicular homicide and DWI.  
 
Linwood 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Linwood this week. 
 
Nowthen 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Nowthen this week. 
 
Oak Grove 
Arrests 
02.06 25xx 230 Court NW – Agency Assist/Domestic; deputies assisted with a domestic that included 
gun pointing between a boyfriend/girlfriend. The girlfriend was arrested.  
 
 
*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts, 
damage to property, identity theft, etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly 
respond to.  
 
If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to 
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly. 
 


