ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF’'S OFFICE
SHERIFF BRAD WISE

FRIDAY UPDATE: 03.27.26

Scams

03.20 The victim said that on 03/09/2026 her husband dropped off a check in the mail bin at the US
Post Office in Andover. She said that the check was mailed to Discover to pay a monthly bill. She said
that she was notified by Discover recently that they have not paid their bill yet. She said that her
husband and her are currently at her bank in Hugo, MN in relation to the matter. She said that an
unknown suspect electronically mobile deposited the check for the amount of $1,905.96 on
03/16/2026. She said that after she was shown the check by her bank the only original information
on it was her signature and the rest had been manipulated or altered prior to depositing it.

03.20 The victim stated he was out of town this past week and he stayed the night in a hotel. He
stated it was late, and he had a couple drinks and decided to peruse a dating app for some company.
He stated he started talking to a woman via text message and sending photos back and forth, but it
ended up being too late in the night, so he told her never mind. At 0300, he received text messages
from the woman's "boss" stating he needed to pay her for her time, and the victim told him no, they
didn't do anything other than talk via text. The victim was then threatened that the photos and
conversation would be sent to his wife if he didn't pay him, and then he sent a photo of the victim’s
wife’s information. He ended up paying this person $800 total through Zelle and untraceable gift
cards. The deputy told him this was a scam and the longer he communicates, they would ask for
more money. While taking the report, the victim’s phone rang, and he stated it was the scammer.
The victim answered the phone, and the deputy heard a male voice with a hard accent to
understand. The scammer was asking when the victim would make the last payment, and the deputy
told him to say he's done making payments but he disregarded the deputy’s advice and stated he
would talk to him later and hung up.

03.20 The victim said she fell victim to a scammer in the amount of $1,000. She said that a local real
estate agent who she knows sent her a Facebook add stating that his sick uncle needed money to
help with a medical issue. She said that since this profile was a person she knows she thought it was
real. The suspect who hacked into the profile asked her to go and get Apple gift cards in the amount
of $1,000 and to scratch off the back of the cards and text a photo of the cards to them. She went to
2 different Dollar General stores and placed $500 on both cards and did exactly what she was told to
do with them. She said that she sent the photos through Facebook messenger.

03.23 The victim said she received a phone call from individuals claiming they were working for the
Anoka County Sheriff's Office. The individuals said she had a list of charges, and she could go the
criminal route or civil route to handle them. They then said she had to do a signature analysis and
stated they sent something to her parents' house. They said she cannot ask her parents what it is, or
it would violate the gag order. They then asked for $14000 to handle the charges. She did not send
any of the money to the individuals and the deputy advised her this is a scam and would be
documented.



03.23 A husband and wife reported that they had been arguing because the husband had received a
call which he believed was legitimate however, his wife suspected that call was a scam call to
facilitate some form of fraud or theft. The husband stated that he had been contacted by a person
claiming to be associated with the federal trade commission. He stated that the individual claimed to
be investigating money laundering and directed him to withdraw a significant amount of money from
his bank accounts before they were frozen. The husband stated that the person knew his hame and
social security number. The husband stated that the person wanted him to remain on the phone with
him, secretly withdraw the money and not inform his wife of the incident. The husband stated that
the person referenced various bank accounts and account numbers which were not his. Deputy
Duren and Hoeffs advised him that based on the information they had gathered at the scene, it
appeared the phone call was fraudulent in nature.

03.23 A son assisting his elderly mother in reporting a fraudulent phone call she had received. On
03/20/26 she had been contacted by a male who claimed to work for the US Marshals Service in the
Arlington Virginia. The male claimed to be conducting an investigation and requested that his mother
provide them with pictures of her driver's license and social security card which she subsequently
provided. The son stated the caller was aware that his mom banks with NSP credit union and
requested additional information regarding her NSP accounts. The son was able to intervene before
she provided additional information. The caller told his mom to wire $32,000 from her NSP account to
a bank in Winter Park Florida. The son’s primary concern was any future fraudulent activity which
may occur due to his mom providing pictures of her license and social security card to the
unidentified person who had called her.

03.25 A deputy went to the business where a male was purchasing gift cards for his online girlfriend.
The deputy arrived and spoke with the male who stated he was purchasing a gift card to send to his
girlfriend that he met on Facebook. After further conversation he stated that he is talking with two
different people he met on Facebook. Both of them being female and both of the being stars in
popular TV shows. He also stated that he had never met either of these people in person and that he
had been talking with one for over 2 years. The deputy told him that he was likely being scammed
and that he probably was not talking to who he thought he was. He stated that friends and family
have told him that as well. The deputy asked if he wanted him to investigate the potential scam and
he said no. He stated that he is aware that he is likely not talking with who he believes he is.
However, he does not care. He stated that he does not need anything or want any help from law
enforcement. The deputy stressed to him several times that this is likely a scam and that the deputy
could potentially help him. He stated he did not need any help.

Andover

Thefts & Damage to Property

03.23 19xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW — theft from an unlocked vehicle; wallet
03.24 20xx 158 Ave NE - illegal dumping on private property; suspect identified

Arrests

03.21 147xx Kiowa St NW — DWI 2" degree; a deputy stopped a motorcycle driver for speeding
77/55. The driver pulled into a driveway and stopped. The driveway wasn't his. The driver appeared
impaired. The driver had an interlock requirement on his license. He did not have one on the bike,
and the registration on the bike had expired in 2025. Field sobriety tests were failed. He refused to
take a breath test and fell asleep in the back of the squad. He was arrested. Charges were elevated
due to a prior DWI conviction.



03.21 18xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW — Shoplifting; a deputy responded to a call of a female stealing.
The female was identified and arrested.

03.21 38xx 174 Ave NW — Warrant Arrest; a deputy went to the location looking for a female with
two felony warrants. She was located outside and arrested.

03.22 142xx Crosstown Blvd NW — Assault; deputies were called to sounds of fighting and gunshots.
A witness observed a male shooting at a vehicle and then running inside the home. Shortly after
deputies arrived, a woman in Champlin reported she had been shot at in Andover. The man and
woman know each other. Deputies surrounded the home. A male was seen inside the home peaking
out. SWAT was called in and orders were given over a speaker system for the male to exit.
Eventually, multiple people exited the home. A warrant was obtained, and the home was searched.
The homeowner was calling the deputies racist for keeping her out of her home. A gun and shell
casing were discovered. A male was arrested. A bullet struck a neighboring home. The male is
prohibited from having a firearm.

03.23 46xx 159 Ave NW — Assault; deputies responded to a group home where a client physically
assaulted a staff member. Staff stated the client is capable of understanding her actions and knowing
right from wrong. She was defiant with deputies and eventually arrested.

03.23 Crosstown/Tower Dr NW — Assault; a juvenile jumped out of a vehicle when his father took his
phone for using it inappropriately. Deputies were called to the school to assist. The juvenile was
located and told to stop but he continued to run. Eventually deputies were able to catch him. The
juvenile was spitting on deputies and a hood was put on him. He was arrested.

03.26 18xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW — Trespassing; a deputy was called to a male yelling at customers
and talking about people assassinating him. When the deputy arrived, the male had fled. The deputy
confirmed the man’s identity and he was trespassed from the location.

Bethel
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week.

Columbus
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Columbus this week.

East Bethel
Thefts & Damage to Property
03.25 Hwy 65/217 Ave NE — Theft; cable wire stolen from a worksite, pole cut

Arrests

03.21 19000 Block Hwy 65 NE — DWI 4t degree; a deputy stopped a driver for speeding 75/65.
When the deputy made contact, the driver appeared impaired and stated he had consumed two
bottles of alcohol. Field sobriety tests were failed, he was arrested. .128

03.21 13xx 187 Lane NE — Warrant Arrest; while at a gas station, a deputy observed a male he knew
had a warrant. The deputy went and made contact, confirmed the man’s identity and he was
arrested.



03.23 9xx 189 Ave NE — Assault; deputies responded to a call of three clients fighting. When they
arrived, all parties were separated. Two of the clients were charged with assault.

03.25 187xx Sandhill Pkwy NE — Trespassing; three juvenile females were stealing from the business.
The business requested that all three be trespassed. The deputy located parents and advised them of
the trespass.

Ham Lake

Arrests

03.20 3xx Block 172 Ave NE — DWI 4t degree; a deputy stopped a driver for not having his license
plate lit. When approaching the vehicle he saw open liquor bottles on the floor. The driver stated he
was coming from a party and smoked marijuana. All occupants of the vehicle were under the age of
21. Field sobriety tests were failed. He was arrested. .137

03.26 15500 Block Hwy 65 NE — DWI 2" degree; a deputy was on the side of the road with his
emergency lights flashing and a vehicle whizzed by him and didn't switch lanes even though there
were no other vehicles preventing him from doing so. The deputy completed his call and stopped the
male. The driver stated he didn't know about the move-over law. The deputy observed multiple
empty beers in the vehicle and the driver appeared impaired. The deputy asked him to take field
sobriety tests. He did and he failed. He was arrested. .15 Charges were elevated due to a prior
aggravating DWI conviction.

Linwood
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Linwood this week.

Nowthen
Thefts & Damage to Property
03.21 194xx Jasper St NW — bullet hole found in shed

Oak Grove

Arrests

03.21 229/Xion Pkwy NW — Possible DWI; a deputy responded to a motorcyclist in the ditch. The
deputy located the male and smelled alcohol. The male was being transported to the hospital and a
warrant for blood was obtained. Charges are pending results.

03.24 227xx Cedar Dr NW — Order for Protection Violation; deputies responded to a domestic call.
When they arrived everyone involved was identified. The victim had a protection order against the
person who was uninvited to the home. She was arrested.

*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts,
damage to property, identity theft, etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly
respond to.

If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly.




