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FRIDAY UPDATE: 04.03.26 

 
Scams 
03.27 The caller stated he was contacted by Publishers Clearinghouse stating he was picked as a 
winner for a prize. They also said they were on their way to his house to deliver it to him and would 
arrive in 30 minutes. He said he put his name into a drawing a few years ago but has not recently 
put his name into a drawing with them. He also said they had his full name when they contacted him. 
He did not know if this was a scam and wanted deputies in the area in the case that something 
happened. Deputies stood by near the address and did not observe any vehicles arrive at the 
location. 
 
03.30 The caller reported he and his wife had their identity stolen. He explained that on Tuesday his 
CenturyLink landline phone number and internet went out. On Saturday, he said he was receiving a 
thousand emails an hour so that he could not filter his real emails. He was able to get rid of all the 
spam email by that night and then he noticed that he got alerts from his and his wife’s Fidelity 
Investment accounts. It said that $25,000 was taken out of his account and $1,250 was taken out of 
his wife's. He made a report with Fidelity, and they were able to stop the money from being taken 
and freeze the accounts. The victim found out that the scammer probably was able to have the log in 
to his Fidelity account and then they transferred his landline from CenturyLink to Verizon and used 
the phone number to complete a two-step verification. He said that he could still call with the phone 
but he could no longer receive phone calls. The victim also mentioned that he got mail from Charles 
Schwab this weekend for opening an account even though he never did. He also said his wife got 
mail from Current Bank with a Debit Card for another account she never opened.  
 
03.31 The victim reported that he had been contacted by phone by multiple individuals claiming to 
work for the Social Security Administration, Walmart, and Anoka County Sheriff's Office. He noted 
that the person who had contacted him claiming to work for the Anoka County Sheriff's Office 
identified themselves as Mike Davis. He stated that these individuals claimed that a package 
containing money and drugs was located and was listed as being shipped to his home address. These 
individuals then indicated that the victim was under investigation and began to ask him for personal 
information regarding his phone number and bank accounts. He stated that he determined the call 
was a scam and ended the call before providing any personal information. He stated that he had not 
suffered any financial loss at the time of the report and was only reporting the suspicious call. 
 
03.31 The victim reported that she received a text from a number that asked if she had made a $900 
purchase at Best Buy using her Wells Fargo card. She responded with a "N" for no and was shortly 
thereafter contacted by someone purporting to be with the Wells Fargo fraud department. She was 
told she needed to withdraw her money from her checking account and deposit it into another Wells 
Fargo account using the ATM. The owner of that account is unknown. She was on the phone with the 
person for approximately five hours, from noon to 17:00 hours. The incident has been reported to 
Wells Fargo and her accounts have been closed. The total amount of loss is $8900. 
 



04.01 Fraud at the city of Columbus, Conditional Use Permit (CUP). The deputy reviewed the email 
from "Planning-Dept_ci.columbus.mn@usa.com" to erik@xxxxxxx.com. It should be noted that 
legitimate City of Columbus emails are from ci.columbus.mn.us not from usa.com. The email 
consisted of the scammer posing as the City Administrator for the City of Columbus, notifying the 
victim that his CUP required payment of a fee prior to the issuance of the CUP. The email further 
requested that the victim reply to acquire the wire transfer instructions. Attached was an invoice PDF 
with logos matching those found on the public City of Columbus website. The total fee was $4,750. 
The deputy met with the Assistant City Administrator and learned that the victim had not sent any 
money and instead reported the scam to the City of Columbus.  
 
04.02 The victim stated two days ago he received an email from MirandaBriski@mail.com with an 
attached invoice for $180 for tax services. He believed that it was a legit invoice because he uses 
Briski Tax and Consulting LLC. to assist with his taxes. He paid the $180 invoice by calling his bank 
and requesting a money transfer. He then spoke with a representative from Briski Tax and they 
advised that the invoice was not from them. The money was sent to an internet bank based in San 
Diego, California called Axos Bank. 
 
Andover 
Thefts & Damage to Property   
04.02 13xx 144 Ave NW – vandalism; home toilet papered, glittered, and hit foul-smelling eggs 
 
Arrests 
03.28 138xx Raven St NW – Disorderly Conduct; deputies responded to a family member out of 
control breaking things in the home and threatening others. He was possibly on drugs. When they 
arrived, they spoke with the family who stated this had been going on for a couple hours and they 
could not calm the male. Deputies made contact and spoke to him. The male could not calm down 
and continued to cause problems. He was arrested.  
 
03.29 20xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW – Shoplifting; a deputy responded to a shoplifter in progress. When 
she arrived, the female was in the asset protection office and was combative. The suspect has a 
history of shoplifting from Targets. She was arrested.  She was also trespassed from the location.  
 
03.30 20xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW – Shoplifting; a deputy responded to a call of a shoplifter in 
custody. She was shoplifting cosmetics and perfume. She was arrested.  
 
03.31 157 Ave/7 Ave NW – Cancelled Inimical to Public Safety; a deputy stopped a driver because 
his license came back revoked. His identity was confirmed and he was arrested.  
 
04.01 22xx 141 Ave NE – Domestic Assault; deputies responded to a male having breathing 
difficulties after being assaulted by his girlfriend. The suspect had fled the scene prior to deputies 
arriving. The male needed to be transported via ambulance and an alert was put out to arrest the 
female.  
 
04.01 164xx Yakima St NW – Domestic; deputies responded to a husband/wife domestic. The 
husband was arrested.  
 
04.02 18xx Bunker Lake Blvd NW – Shoplifting; deputies responded to a woman who was stealing 
and was in the loss prevention office. Deputies arrived to arrest her and she began to resist. 
Eventually she was handcuffed. Meth and paraphernalia were located in her bra. 



Bethel 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Bethel this week.  
 
Columbus 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
04.01 64xx 165 Ave NE – a deer stand put up on private property 
 
Arrests 
03.31 144xx Interstate 35 Service Road; Cancelled IPS; a deputy observed a suspicious vehicle and 
ran the plate. When the driver noticed the deputy, he immediately pulled out of the parking lot and 
tried to evade. The deputy followed the driver and when he learned he didn’t have a license, he 
stopped the vehicle. Open alcohol bottles and marijuana were seen in the vehicle. The driver didn’t 
have a license and the passenger was impaired. The vehicle also didn’t belong to them. One male 
was arrested; the other was brought home.  
 
East Bethel 
Arrests 
04.01 Hwy 65/237 Ave NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy stopped a male because he knew he had a 
warrant. The male’s identity was confirmed and he was arrested. The passenger was transported to 
their grandparents.  
 
04.01 2400 Block of 224th Ave NE – 2nd degree Assault; deputies responded to a call of one juvenile 
trying to run two others over with an ATV at a park. After investigating and speaking with parents, 
the juvenile on the ATV will be charged with 2 counts of threat of violence and one count of 2nd 
degree assault through a juvenile contact.  
 
04.02 28xx 185 Lane NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy went to the location looking for a male with a 
warrant. His care assistant said he was in his room. The male was located and arrested.  
 
Ham Lake 
Arrests 
03.29 Andover Blvd/Hwy 65 NE – DWI 3rd degree; a deputy stopped a driver for poor driving 
conduct. When the deputy made contact, he smelled alcohol. When the deputy told the driver he 
stopped him for being all over the road he stated “I know I was.” When asked to take a field sobriety 
test, the male stopped communicating. He was arrested. .23 
 
03.30 26xx 171 Lane NE – HRO Violation; a deputy responded to a male at the location riding a 
scooter around a yard, but the person at the location has a protection order against him. When 
deputies arrived, the male had run inside the home and was hiding. He was located and arrested.  
 
04.02 Bunker Lake/Coral Sea St NE – Warrant Arrest; a deputy stopped a driver because he new he 
had outstanding warrants. His identity was verified and he was arrested. Multiple license plates were 
also found in the vehicle.  
 
Linwood 
No incidents that would be reflected in this report were reported in Linwood this week.  
 
 



Nowthen 
Thefts & Damage to Property 
04.02 218xx Xenon St NW – dirt bike stolen from an unsecured pole barn 
 
Oak Grove 
Arrests 
04.01 17xx 205 Ave NW – Assault; a caller reported his neighbor came over and told him he was 
moving onto the property, and the neighbor told the man to go home. He appeared impaired. The 
male who came to the home started a physical fight. Deputies arrived and the male was arrested. 
 
*Information shared in this report covers crimes that may affect you - things like burglaries, thefts, 
damage to property, identity theft, etc. We only include a fraction of the calls that deputies regularly 
respond to.  
 
If you want to see data about what types of calls and how many we respond to log on to 
www.anokacounty.us/crimewatch and click on Crime Statistics on the left side. Stats are updated monthly. 
 


